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By ANDREV CHALMER Writer in Edinburgh. 


\ 


CONTAINING 


he Papers which were before the Gentlemen appointed, in June 1752;. 
** examine into the Facts ſet forth in that Panphlet ; 3 2 
mer's Obſerves on the Report made by them, after Thirteen Months 
Dependance, without their having let him. know what they were a- doing 
for the Seven laſt Months, or having ſhewn — the intended Report. 
before they gave it in to the n 


Jos vil. 5, 6. 


GOD forbid that I ſhould juſtify you : Till I die, I will * remove n 
Integrity from me. 


My Righteouſneſs I hold | faſt, and will not let it go: My Heart ſhall | 


not reproach me ſo long as I live. 
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SE QUEL of the HisTorIcal AccounT 
ol the City of Edinlurgiꝰs Du rv on Als, Or. 


= 


INTRODUCTION. 
FTE R fome Procedure upon an Indictment or Com- 
A 


— 1 * 


K plaint, exhibited in the Name of the Procurator-Fiſeal 


and ſcandalouſſy repreſenting the Adminiſtration of the Ma- 
giſtrates and Councils of the City for many Years, ſome 
Letters paſt, and an Act of Town- Council was made, which 


certainly. ſhould have produced a true State of the Facts af- 


rmed by me. ; 
After the Affair had been hung up for thirteen Months, in 
conſequence of a Reference and Recommendation contained 
in one of theſe Letters, and in that Act, the Gentlemen 
named for examining into the Fas, were pleaſed, on the 
25th of July laſt, (above ſeven Months from the laſt Day 
on which they ever mentioned the Aﬀair to me) to give in 
to the Council a Report, without having ever ſhown it, or 
communicated a Word of its Contents to me, tho they 
were indeed ſo good as to order their Clerk to deliver me a 
Copy of it after it was given in to the Council, which he did. 
After having conſidered this R again and again with 
Surpriſe, and an Increaſe of iſe, and having deliberated 
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City of Edinburgh againſt me, as the Author and Pub- 
liſher of a defamatory or mjurious Libel, falfly, malicioufly 
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INTRODUCTION. 


with ſome of my Friends on the Part I ſhould act, I on the 
21ſt of July, wrote Letters to_two of the Gentlemen-Re- 
porters, with whom I had before had ſome Converſation on the 
Subject, Signifying, in the general, That I thought they had 
* wronged me through Inattention or Miſtake, and intreat- 
© ing, That. they would take proper. Meaſures to prevent 
© the-Council's entring into any Reſolution upon, or with 
© reſpe& to, the Report, for one Council Day, to the End, 
b that I might have Opportunity to lay before them (the 
Reporters) ſome Remarks on it. Theſe Gentlemen, that 
Day, requeſted the Lord Provoſt to move the Council for 
this Purpoſe, as one of them informed me.-—- And hig Lord 
ſhip, the next Day, the 1 inſtant, as I am informed, made 
the Motion in Council, but, it ſeems, it was not liſtned to; 
the Council ordered the Report to be printed as it ſtood. 
As had promiſed to the two Gentlemen-Reporters, That, 
if the Motion propoſed was made, and prevailed, I would not 
keep them long in Suſpence, and had not the ſmalleſt Notion, 
that, coming he them, it would be rejected, I had prepared 
what I intended to lay before them in Form of a Letter, or 
Addreſs, to the Reporters themſelves—But; as the Motion was 
not liſtned to, I had no Opportunity given me of doing that. 
Ihe Deſign of publiſhing and diſperſing 1 500 Copies of this 
Report, is obvious; and the Party acculed, or loaded, by it, 
will certainly be juſtified by every impartial Perſon, for at- 
tempting to obviate that Deſign, by publiſhing what. he had 
ſaid, and has to ſay, for himſelf, let it ſtrike where, and how, 
it will—It is to me a more difagreeable Circumſtance, than 
could poſſibly have happened in the Courſe of the molt liti- 

gious adverſary Proceedings, That I ſhould be obliged to 

publiſn ſuch Objections to the Report of Gentlemen for 
whom I have the greateſt Regard, and who, I am ſure, would 


have 


- INTRODUCTION. 
have prevented me that Neceſſity, if they had thought of 
| ſhewing me the Report, while it was in their own Power, or 
if the Town-Council had reſtored to them the Power over it 


but for one Day. 
I therefore here preſent the Publick with. the following 


Pieces, W 

TI The Condeſcendance of Particulars i in my H; ;Rorical A- 
count, alledged by the Council to be rong or Injurious,' as 
it was given in to the Clerk named by the Gentlemen-Exa- 
miners on the 17th of July 1752—Ingroſt verbatim in the 
Anſwers, and which. may be read, per ſe, by following che ca- 
ow Letters marked thereon in fat alphabetical 'Order. 

II. My Anſwers to that Condeſcendance, as given in un- 

36 my Hand on the 3oth of 7uly 1752. 
III. The Act of Council under the Authority of which this 
Examination proceeded, with the three Letters annexed to it? 

IV. The Letter which I wrote to two of the Gentlemen- 
Examiners, after I had ſeen the Report, and The Paper of 
Obſerves on it, which I intended, and had ready, to lay be- 
fore them All, if the Council had been pleaſed to give them 
Permiſſion to take it under their Conſideration, in its original 
Dreſs of a Letter to them, wich Addition of a few Notes. 
And, 

V. Five Letters which I wrote before, and one "hh I 
wrote recently after Publication of the Hiſtorical Account, to 
Provoſt Drummond, Which were by him exhibited before the 
Examiners- Reporters, and which are referred to in the faid 
_ laſt mentioned Paper intended for them. \ 9 

My Intention in this Publication is Two-fold, 1 4 To vin- 
dicate mylelt to the World with reſpect to my: Aſſertions in 
Point of Fact in the Hiſtorical Account, as in theſe Papers. 
it will be ſeen how far was wrong in any of them, aud how 

far 


 INTROD UCT o N. 


far Iadhere to, and re- aſſert them. And, 2dly.To inſorm all the | 


Members of the Town-Council of Edinburgh of the real State 


of the Facts, and of ſome other Things which it may not 
be unfit for them to take under Conſideration, ' and have in 


View, for the Sake of the Community, before they beſtow 
more of its Money on a Proſecution by Which 1 its real Inte- 


reſt cannot be promoted. 


J have given it the Title 5 Part of the Sequel of. my. 
Hirte Account, becauſe it indeed contains but a Part even 


of the Sequel of the publication: The Remainder of that, and 
o what 1 once intended for compleating the Hiſtory itſelf, 
Will, perhaps, never ſee the Light; as I am reſolved at preſent 


it h not, unleſs. the Publication be rendered neceſſary in 


Self. Deſence, and for doing Right to myſelf, or an Opportu- 
nity caſts up which ſhall appear to be proper for its being 
of Service to the Community, and a Diſpoſition ſhall alſo ap- 
pear, in ſome conſiderable Number of its ne for pro- 
filing of that un 


Edi nbr. Auguſt, 1753. | ANDR. CHAL MER, 


P. S. Iam perſwaded that the Gentlhmen-Reporters will not Now 
expect, hat I ſhould put my Juſtification or Condemnation, 


in Point of Character, on their Declaration. If they find 


_ Cauſe to ſay, * That I have formerly or now erred in ad, 
it will be un on them to condeſcend on their Evidence; 


and, if they'll ſhow it me, I will join to their Certificate there- 


on, One under my own Hand; Which, Tam ſure, from the 
. Reaſon of Thin 155 the Nature Mankind, and the many 
; Methods tryed by 

Cynviction, muſt be more concluſive againſt me, than that 
X Y any other Froe * in the World. 


my Proſecutor to force It from me without 


* 
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ANSWERS 


uren Chalmer Writer in eme, 
ORA 1 | 


Condeſcendance of Particulars in bein 
a 3 the City 
upon ich the _ 
Fa he injurious; given in on their 
Behalf to the — —, ap 
miners or Auditors in that A 
the Council and ſaid Andrew. 
| H E Occaſion upon which the Hi/torical Account was/wrote, is very well 


known; and the Reſpondent muſt beg leave to ſay, That the Publi- 
cation was forced from him by the repeated Refuſa of che Gentleman 


e tut the conducting of ihe Operations here, for forwarding thoſe a · curryi 
on at London, toward getting the Grant of the City's Duty on Ale 2 : 
ſhorteſt 


on the Terms on which it then ſtood, to 8 to any Propoſal of 
Delay, for deliberating on Alterations. That if chere are any Inaccuracies or 


Slips in the Hiſtory, they take their Riſe from the Hurry with which theſe 
rations were carried on: And that if there are any Particulars ſtated in it, of ill 
Appearance as on the Face of the Sederum-Books of the Overſeers, which mi 


have been cleared from other Books; that is owing to the ſame Gentleman's 


ving taken thoſe other Books out of the Poſſeſſion of cha proper Officer, ſo 1 


the Reſpondent could ee ere eee e them. 


1 9 71 


If the whole Strain of the Hiſtorical Aceonnt, hom the Title Page be 


Cone luſion, be attended to withour/Byaſs; if the-Declarations of the Reſpon · 


dent, made to — —— * r 


2 Edinburgh's Duty 
ouncil conceive to 


inred Exa- 
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Bodo r N ( 2 ) | 
ed or publiſh'd that Account, or his repeated Declarations ſince it was publiſhed, 
are at all regarded; he is ſure of belpg acquitted in the Eyes of every impar- 
tial Perſon, of having had any evil or, malicious View in the Publication. And 
however any: Perſon elſe.may think or ſpeak, he is ſecure in the Approbation 
of his own Conſcience upon that Head; and can take that, and a greater than 
that, to Witneſs, That the only Thing he had in View, was to engage the At- 

tention of thoſe who had it in their Power, and make them call for a juſt and fair 
State of the paſt Management and Accounts, as the proper Foundation to go on, 
for rendering the Act propoſed, truly beneficial to the City for the Time to come. 


A Man's Opinion is his Conviftion, ariſing from Facts or ments, as he 
takes them up, or as they ſtrike him; and no Man is Maſter of his Opinions, 
_ however he may conceal, diſguiſe, or bely them: It was the Reſpondent's Op: 

nion at that Time, That the Act ſought would be of no Significancy to 
(0 Intereſt, (according to his Notion of what is its Intereſt) and, that upon 
a juſt Repreſentation. of the State of Facts, ſomething truly for its Intereſt, 


_ © might have) been Iuggeſted and procureck He did not conceive, That he was 
„acting Criminally, (Nay he did conceive that he was acting Laudably) in 


- 


* N this his Opinion, ot any Thing conſiſtent with Truth or Fact, (fo far as 


_ he had Means to know it) for inducing others to act as he would have ated 
in Conſequence of it. On this Plan and Suppoſition the Reſpondent proceeded. 


the Fallacy of the Iiferences ſaid. to) be pointed at, While the Bill was in De- 
Ranges every one would have ſeen and owned a Propriety, and juſtified it; 
ut the Reſpondent believes it will always remain Matter of Surpriſe, to the 


both judicially and extrajudieially, and the more ſo, when it appears (as he Hopes 


10 1 t Di; 


it wi eee there is for What has been ſaid | 
x, and done of, and ag 7 him. 8 IX x 1 ; 1210 1 , 40 | x J J 


„ Wen, on the third or fourth Day 
heard, that the Lord Provoſt had repreſented the Hiſtorical Account, as falſe in 
being ſatisfied that any one Thing Was falſe or erroneous in Fact, he would own it 
3 But no Satisfaction of this Kind was ever offered him. And when 
he came to have ene, er nity, he openly offered to join Iſſue with the 
Procurator Fiſcal (in whale Name he: was . the Magiſtrates, or any 


* 
— 


Perſon elſe, upon the Truth or Falſhood of every, all, or any of the material 
Aſſertions in Fact, contained im the: NMiſtanica ! Accniunt, either before the Lords 


of Seſſion ina judicial Way, or before any Number of and. qualified Bur- 
geſſes of Property, -who. had never — in che Council, in n. 
+ 4 f N 0 a Cl 


Had any Man, more Maſter of ther neceſſary Facts, or of an Opinion different 
from his, choſen fairly to 3 e Facts aſſerted, or aſſumed, or to expoſe | 


5 moſt of People; Why, after the Matter was quite over in Parliament, the ; 
Author of the Pamphlet ſhould have been treated in the Manner he has been, 


after: che Publication, che Reſpondent | 
11 ſome Fact or Facts; he inſtantly ſignified to his Lordſhip by Letter, That upon 


— 
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. 
cial Way, but to no purpoſe. | Why that Propoſal was then rejected, the 
Reſpondent knows not; how it came ſince to take Place, the Gentlemen Au- 
ditors may know from the three Letters ſubjoined to the Act of the Town Coun- 
cil of the 17h ult. upon which they are now proceeding, _. hee; > 


At the firſt Meeting called in Conſequence: of that Act, on the third inſtant, 
The Auditors, gave it as their Opinion, © That the Town Council ſhould give 
« in a Liſt of all the Particulars which they apprehend to be wrong in the Hi- 

« ſtorical Account, and when given in, allowed the Reſpondent to ſee, and an- 


s {wer.the ſame; and appointed their Clerk to give him, Acceſs to the Books of S 
| the Overſeers, and others, relative to the City's Duty on Ale.“ Wh 


In Conſequence of this Opinion, a Paper was, on the 16th inſtant, lodged 


with the Clerk, and by him communicated to the Reſpondent, as the Condeſ- 
dance given in, by the Magiſtrates to him as Clerk choſen by the Auditors in this 


Affair. 


The Reſpondent is much miſtaken, if this be ſuch a Paper as the Auditors 
intended or deſired: He is ſure that it contains very little, if any thing at all, 


| applicable to the Point, as to which the Reſpondent ou himſelf upon the Au- 
- ditors, as upon a Jury or his Country, for his. Juſti 
is preciſely. and only * how far the Fucls advanced in the Hiſtorical Account 


cation to the World : That 


„ are, or are not true?” Whereas, except in one or two Particulars, no Way 


1 material or of Importance, the whole Charge now made is for Mrongs (i. e. Errors) 
in Opinion, Inference, or Argumentation. 
ſiders himſelf to be under an Obligation, from the Auditors foreſaid Order, to 


However, as the Reſpondent con- 


make an Anſwer to the Paper as it ſtands, he will proceed to do ſo in the 
ſhorteſt Manner he can, in conſiſtency with Diſtin&neſs ; Regreting, only (what 
he ſorefees inevitable) that he ſhould be obliged to trouble the Auditors with a long 


Paper, rendered abſolutely neceſſary for him, by the Complexion, Turn, and 


Purpole of the Condeſcendance, when he expected only a clear and diſtinct Liſt 


of Particulars, wrong in Fut: To each of which he might have made his An- 
ſwer in half a Line; by either denying that any ſuch Fact was aſſerted, or 
condeſcending on the Evidence, from which the Aſſertion was made. 


The firſt two Sections of the Condeſcendance reſpeing the Hiſtory of the 


Duty from the Act 1693, to the Time of the Aſſignment made by the Council 


of the Year 1710 to Sir William Johnſton and Partners, and what was faid: 


in Judgment relative te that r will conſider the two 
together, aud they run in theſe vant, 41-14 5 0 net 


ec 515 


T 8 8 Ie — in ei ee. 817 i Sieg 44 15 1 082 
It appears, wrong in the Author [p. 2d]. to ſet out with affirming that this 
« Duty DT bien letr by publick Roup for a Term of Fifteen Ya —.— A 


* t | ing 
A i ; - 


7 ow "x 
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jn ths 5 of 221647 Tyre, tt an annual Sum of Z. 5466 + 14 + 4. and to 

LE —. — World n Notion, that the Magi n ne ng the 
„ Þoffcts of no 1efs than ZL. 14,580: 1: 11. Srerliag, ſeeing that Duty had 
« never been ſett for ſuch à Term of Years to expire in che 1710; for che 
« Tack- duty mentioned by the Author, on the contrary for 1 1 previous to 


ie 1568 it a 'Mediuny, it did not riſe To high by above L. 1900 Srerhyg a 
B * Year, nor is it Fact chat the Leſſces were releaſed of the above Sum. An. 
4 1e Autber IP. 24] When tetitiobing the "Alfighttion ef the ethiiniiig 
8 Term of the Sed to Sir . &c. (which he ſays Was not at an 
« annual Tack. duty or teſerved Rerit, bit upon Condition of Hnkimg fo much 
« of the Capital Debt) ought in juſtice to haye mentioned, that Sir il. 


lum and Partners were to pay off at leaſt E. 5,60 1 Tear, 
Pics, 


% Which is greatly above what the Duty yielded at i 

& Years pre. Ay 4 the Date of that ä of the additional 

« Burden on Sir William of the Sum due to the French Miniſters, as well as 
08 further Sum he was to pay to the Community at the Expiration of the 

. Grant. But piſſing chat, it was highly wrong to impreſs the Publick with the 
1 Notlon that the Council had aſipned the Grant of the Dury from the iſt of 

« Aliguſt 1510, to the iſt of ug 1723, to the ſaid Sir Willium and Part- 

ce ners at an Under value, to the rejudice of the Community in the Sum of 


ce 7 9,0 3. or L. 10,117 Sterling as is ſet forth at the Bottom of the 2d Page: . 
ce For Ir 


altho” the Author's Ro ns are couched as proceeding from certain 
„ ALidgants, and not'delivered preciſely as his expreſs Affirmation; yer the na- 


'<« tural Tendency of the Expreſſions in this Performance is to perſwade the 


e World that the Community was Loſer by the Fault of the Adtmüniſtration in tio 
Cs les than the Sum of 9 or 10% 00 L. Sterling.” = 


the Condeſcendance ſo much às pretends to contradict the Hiſtorica! Account in 

Point of Fact, or adventures on averring the contrary of what is there ſer forth 

as Fact) The Reſpondent begs leave, ½, To ſet down the Hiſtoricul Account 

itſelf for this Period (as it is very ſhort) 2% To give the Words of the otily 

Authority he had at the Time of publiſhing faid Account, in Relation to faid 

Period. 3dly, To ſet forth what he has learnt about it ſince, which any way 

. contradicts or claſhes with the Account. And 4thly, To make ſome Obſervations 
Bu ug fit ̃ è q 

Wich reſpect to the firſt, The -Fiſtoritz! Account having mentioned the Debt 

of the City as riſen in {mo 1693, to £:82;913* 16: 10. and the Grant of 

the Duty on Ale, made by Parliament in that Year for the Purpoſe of, and 

% . — 4 appropriated 20; ho Tayment of 'the Debe It goes on P. zd in theſe 
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In anſwering the Charge here made (which is indeed the only one in which 


cc Ir | 
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„ Ir 4arpEArs, That this Duty and Impoſition had been farmed or lett, by 
* publick Roup, for a Term of Fitteen Years (which expired on the 1ſt of Auguſt 


4 171) at an annual Sum of L. 5, 366: 13: 4. payable in four equal Shares 
« within each Year: And that thereby the principal Sums of the Debts owing 


„ by the City were reduced to L. 47,695: 6: 75, as the Perſons litigatin 
« with the then Magiſtrates, in the Suit to be immediately mentioned, fined. 


% NoTWITHSTANDING THAT the Magiſtrates had releaſed the Leſſees of 


i L 14,580: 1: 11. which they ought of Right to have had, and would (if 


© due Care had been taken) have recovered, ag theſe Litigants alleged. 


„ Some Months previous to the Expiration of this Leaſe, the Magiftrates 
© and Council of Edinburgh (i. e. a 1 7 them) aſſigned over the whole 
„ remaining Term of their Grant to Sir William Jobnſton and Partners (not 
«« at an annual Tack duty or reſerved Rent, but) on Condition, that the Aſſig- 
* nees ſhould be oblige l, during the Courſe of their Term, To ink, pa of 
« and procure to be Llcharged L. 45,583 : 6: 8. Sterlin of the foreftid Ca- 
« pital Debt, with all the Intereſt ariſing thereon, To pay the Sum with which 


47 


„the Grant was burdened to the French Miniſters annually; and within a 


„Month after the Expiration of the Grant and Leaſe (i. e. at the firft of Au. 
ec gut 1723) To pay a further Sum of L. 1,416: 13: 4. to the Uſe of the 
4 : a | 


ommunity. 


Ir AFPEARS, That this Bargain was, recently complained of to the 
Court of Seſſion, both by thoſe of the Magiſtracy and Council who were 
«« againſt it, and by one Mr. Paterſon and Partners, who repeatedly, to all the 


« Members of Council, ſeparately, under form of Inſtrument, and at the Doors 


« of the Council Chamber, as they ſet forth, made much higher Offers than 
«thoſe which were accepted of from Sir William Fohnſton and his Partners: 
On Occaſion of this Litigation, there was exhibited in Court a Liſt of the 
«whole Capital Sums due by the City, as at the 1ſt of Auguſt 1710, ſetting 
« forth the Name of every Creditor, and the Sum due to him (in Pounds, 
& 3 and Pence Scots) and diſtinguiſhing them into thoſe undertaken to 
« be pai 

« e eden on the City: And upon this State of the Debts, Computations 
«« were inſtiruted by both the Setts of Perſons complaining, by which they pretended 
« to ſhow, That, even upon Suppoſition that the Grant was truly worth no 
„% more annually than the Rent reſerved on the former Leaſe (while at the 


- « ſame Time they inſiſted that it was more valuable by far) the Community 
« was Loſer, and the Aſſignees Gainers in a Sum of L. 10,117 : 11 : 23. or a 


% Sum of T. 9,953: 5: 6+. (as they differently. compu ed) And it is ſaid in 
the Papers on their Side, that the Magiſtrates who. made the Aſſignment, 


«did not ſo much as diſpute this, but juſtified the Aſſignment on other 
«* Grounds.” “ n | 


B 'The 


by Sir William Fobnſton and Partners, and thoſe which tilt remain- 


(6-6 ) 


The Anchority, on which alone the Reſpondent proceeded in giving tis Nar- 


rative, was a printed Paper (herewith produced) which conſiſts of three ſeveral 
Parts. © One is the Liſt of the City's Debts referred to; In ſtating of ſome Ob- 
ſerves on which, the Bargain with Sir William Fohnſton is ſet forth in theſe 
Words; By the Contract of Mr. Zohn/ton of Sheen, and his Partners, he is 
* only obliged to pay the Town's Debts, which- were then only faid to be 
L. 530,000. Scots, bearing Annualrent ; and at the Expiration of the Tack of 


the Impoſt, at Lammas 1723, to pay to the Town L. 17,000. Scots.” A Se- 


cond Part is a Computation or Calculation, with the following Title; © For ſa- 
« tisfying the Lords of Seſſion, and all others concerned in the Welfare of the 
good 4 of Edinburgh, That the late Tack or Aſſignment, voted by a 

« Part of the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh, in favours of Mr. William Fobnſton 
« of Sheens and Partners in Auguſt 1510 (when Mr. Paterſon and Partners 


« offered mich more than was accepted by them from Mr. Johnſton) is plainly 


« and manifeſtly 4e the good Town's enorme Leſion, as well as Mr. Paterſon 
« and Partners great Hurt and Prejudice, as higheſt Offerers, the following 
Scheme is made; whereby, allowing the Town's Debts, bearing Annualrent, 
« at Lammas 1710, to have been L. 530,000. Scots, as the then Magiſtrates 
70 gave them out OTE they were truly, by a printed Liſt hereto annexed, 
yi 72-343) belide L. 9,666 : 13 : 4. ſince borrowed) it will appear, to an 
evident Demonſtration, That, had i Town continued to ſett by way of 
« Roup, or colle&, the Impoſt upon Beer and Ale during the Continuance of 
„the 1 and that it ſhould produce no moge than L. 64, 400. yearly," being 
„ the T ack-duty payable before the late Ag nneng, and concluded upon by all to 
« be a very lucrative Bargain to the T ackſmen ; the ſame would have fully an- 
«« {wered the Deſign of Mr. Fohnſton's late Contract, and have given the Town, at 
« Lammas 1723, L. 121,40: 14: 4. Scots, in manner particularly after- mention- 
„ed.“ And the third Part of this printed Paper has for Title, Remarks upon the 
«« Scheme given in by Mr. William Jobuſton and Partners, &'c.” And when two 
Sentences, not to the Purpoſe in hand, are paſt over, and plain Typographical Errgrs 
are corretted, the Words of them run thus, viz. «In the Month of February 17 * 
% Baillie James Cleland and Archibald Cockburn, judging themſelves to be un- 
* juſtly aſperſed by ſome Reflections in the Town of Edinburgh, and their 
„ 'Tackſmen of the Impoſt's Anfwers to Mr, Paterſon and Partners Petition; 
« did, for themſelves, and in Name of ſeverals of the late and preſent 'Town- 
*« Council, Adherers-to their Proteſts, give in a Petition to the Lords of Seſſion, 
complaining of their being ſo maltreated, and of the Majority of the late. 
Toryn-Council's illegal and irregular Method of dilpoſing af the Impoſt on 
« Beer and Ale: And, for vouching ſome Matters of Fact therein advanced, 
they gave in a printed Scheme or Condeſcendance, demonſtrating, T hat the 
* Town and Community, 75 id Deed, ſuſtained the Loſs of L. 108,639: 
4 6: 8. Scots, ſuppoſing the n Impoſt /hruld, for the Time to run, produce no 
more annually than L. 64,490, CONFORM TO THE LAST PUBLICK Rove :., 
| Si . | « Which 


eee 
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e Which Petition and Scheme the Lords ordained to be ſeen and ahſwered. Of 

#* the Scheme, the Town, or their Tackſn.en and Aſſignies, thought f to take. 

« no Notice, or to diſprove any Part thereof; hut to give in another Scheme, 

«. whereby they endeavour to make appear, chat the laſt 13 Years now al- 

«. ſigned to the Tackſmen, produces more Money to the Town than the firſt 13 

« Years, ſett at publick oo 1 Sum of L. 5246: 15: 3. As to whic 
a 


« jt js to be obſerved, That the ſame is no ſufficient Anſwer to the Poſitions laid 
« down in the other Scheme, in regard there are a great many Reaſons why the firſt 
«, 15 Years produced fo little: Primo, Tus Town THouGnT FIT TO. GIVE 
„% HOWN. To THE SEVERAL 'TACKSMEN OF THEIR TAck-DUTIES, 
« L. 14,580: 1: 11, Wulfen, HAD GOOD CAUTION BEEN FOUND BY 
« THE TACKSMEN, THERE WAS NO PLACE FOR DOING THEREOF : 
„ Secundo, &c. Tertio, &c. Quarto, By this Scheme, the Town and their 
« 'Tackſmen, after deducing the above Sum given down of Eaſe, ſum up the 


Product of the firſt 15 Years, and then take a Medium, what one Year with 


„ another, the Impoſt produced; and fay, that they paying L. 60,000, annu- 
ally, is by much a better Bargain for the Town, and according to that make 
« their Scheme. Whereas it is wncontroverted, that they pay L. 64,400. 
„ whereby it is very notour they have an evident Aqvantagy. in ſo much rat, 
« at the Time of the Roup, there was another Set of People deſigned to have af 
„ fered MUCH MORE, but was prevented by the xice Management of” the then 
« Moagiſtracy, in Favours of the 7a; Tackſmen : And it is obſervable, that 
in their Scheme they take Credit for Fees to the Town Clerks L. 2139: 7:8. 
« which is very liberal Payment. And, /a/tly, The Town-Council, being fo 
*, ſenſible of their Predeceſſors Miſmanagement and Miſapplication, in ſetting off 
« and applying the Revenue of the Impoſt on Beer and Ale, and diffident of 


* themſelves and Succeſſore, that they thought it adviſable to go into the Pro- 


ject of aſſigning the 13 remaining Tears of the Impoſt, from Lammas 1710, 
«« for paying and extinguiſhing the good Town's Debts: Which Deſign, for the. 
+ Reafons foreſaid, was juſt and reaſonable, and much to be ms def if thy Ce- 

« dents had taken the fair and regular Method of expoſing the true Liſt of theirDebts 
„(which was then faid to have been only L. 530,000. Scots, bearing Annnalrent 


from the ſaid. Term; whereas they were truly L. $72:343 : 19 : or. beſides 
admit 


L. 9666: 13: 4. borrowed a few Months thereafter) and ted and accepted 
«« of Mr. Paterſon and Partners their Propoſals, and higher Offers, over and over 


 * again. renewed at their Council Doors; and to the whole Members of Council, 


«« perſonally apprehended, and at their Dwelling Places under Ferm of Diſtru- 
«« ment, before a Notar and famous Witneſſes, prior to any Aſſignment made to 
«« Mr. Jebnſtan and Partners; which Offers, for Reaſors only knotun to them- 


«« ſelves, they thought ft to refuſe.” 


This printed Paper was the only Authotity i roperly ſpeaking, 
the Reſpondent founded the Hi/?orical Account thus far. Aud — 10 Roe 


= 
1 


XA. | 
nothing farther about the Management of this Duty 'preceeding the Year 1716, 
than what he learned or took up from, it, and from ſome Paragraphs or Expreſ: ' 
ſions in another Paper printed and publiſhed in the Year 1721, in the Name 
of ſundry ang 26 alive, of whom three bear Office in the preſent Coun- 


; wherein the ＋ of the City's Revenue -Matters, preceeding the 
1716, is thus repreſented; In Anno 1716, when Robert Wigbinan firſt entred 
% upon the Office of Treaſurer, he found the Town's Revenue in a bad State: 
The Impoſt—-upon--Ale was to terminate in the Lear 1723; and the re- 


« maining Term thereof was, by a Contract entred into in Anno 1710, appro- ha 
% priated for Payment of a certain, Sum of | the. T own's. Debts.——-—The Giry's Pe 
ce Money Marters d, till that Tine, been under | fo looſe an Adminiſtration, * 
&« not to call it worſe, that too great a Part of the Common-Good was unne- K 
„ cefſarily conſum?d in publick Entertainments, and other unprofixable Expences. (v 
„%- The Gentleman then [in 1716} in the Adminiſtration ſaw that this Grant xi 
« had been in the City's Poſſeſſion for upwards of Seventy Years, without leſ- ” 
«« ſening, in any Sort, its Debts, and without advancing any publick Work of 7 
« Value; WreREBY it appears to a Demonſtration, that either it bad been miſe 


% managed, or turned into private Pockets, &c, 


- Theſe bein the Materials which the Reſpondent had to go upon, in this 
Part of the Hiſtory, merely introductory to the reſt ; the Gentlemen Auditors 
will * 45 to judge, how far he wWas thereby founded in what he ſet forth on 
BSA . told no feds or 297 1 Fa N . 


ne een s be BIRCH in He SIDE - oy | | 
He owns, (to come to the third Point on this Head) That by looking in to 
the original Proceſs referred to, (which he ſearched out with great Pains, aſter 
he found his Hiſtary of this Period made a ſtrong Article in the Procurator Fiſ- 
cal's Complaint againſt him) he, now. perceives; as the Condeſcendance ſays, 
That the Duty was not ſet for a Term of 15 Years, to expire in the 1710 
for the Tack-Duty of L. 5,366: 13: 4.” [Sterling i e. L. 64, 400: Scots]! 


and“ That Sir William Fobnſton was bound to make out his whole Engagements, A 
„ by annual Payments not under L. 5000: per Annum.” And this he owns in - 
Tultice when called on, becauſe it is Fact, tho' he can't perceive any Purpoſe ' 1 
in it. But then the Reſpondent from the ſame Evidence ſees; That the Setts 8 
for the 13 Years preceeding 1708, yielded on a Medium L. 4406, (which ſurely is 1 
not above L. 1000 leſs than L. 5, 366: 13: 4.) And that the L.'5000 per aum, 

to be paid by Sir William Fobnſton was not, as the Condeſcendance ſays, excluſive : 
of the Burden of the French Miniſters, and of the L. 17009 to the Community 

at the Expiration of the Grant, but expreſly incluſive of both. And the Counci, ; 8 
when mentioning the foreſaid Medium, or any thing elle. taken from this Proceſs, : 
ought, in Juſtice, to have mentioned, T hat fr the two Years immediately precee- © 


ding the 1708 the Sett was at the, preciſe Sum of L. 5366 : 13 4. per annum and 
That it was likewiſe fo, for the. three ſucceeding Tears at leaſt, and allo, TY © 
. 26755 14 1e N | F | the 
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the Litigants againſt the. then Areas, did aſſert, and inſiſt upon it, That 


the Community was Loſer, and the 4 5 Gainers by the Aſſignment quarrelled 
in the preciſe Sums mentioned in the Hiſtorical Account, and gave in Schemes de- 
monſtrating the Fad on their Principles. In fine, upon this Point, The Re- 
ſpondent owns, That he has found, by his looking into the foreſaid Proceſs, That 
— Leſſees, of the Duty preceeding 1710, were not releaſed of the Sum of L. 
14,580 : 1: 11 Sterling, but then he finds, That there were Sums Given 
Dow to them, to the Amount of L. 14,580: 1: 11 : Scots. 


In ſtating the Facts from the Proceſs upon the foregoing Point, the Reſpondent 
has prevented himſelf on the fourth, concerning this Head, with Reſpe& to every 
Particular in the Charge under Conſideration, except the Charge of * Inpreſſing 

Notion that the Magiſtrates, [of 1710] had releaſed the 
«« [preceeding] Leſſees of 2% left than F 14,580: I: 11 STERLING,” 
(which is called wrong) and of © impreſſing the Publick with the Notion, That the 
« Council had aſſigned the Duty from 1710, to 1723, to Sir William Fohnſtox 
„at an Undervalue, to the Prejudice of the Community, in the Sum of L. gogz : 
« or L. 10,107 Sterling,” (which is ſaid to be bighly wrong.)—— But; It ap- 
pears wrong in the Council to charge the Reſpondent with —— to impreſi 
the World, or the Publick, with either the one or the other of theſe Notions, 
becauſe, neither of the Particulars referred to, is ever mentioned oftner than 
once, (and that only in the Introduction, previous to the material Part of the 
Hiſtory) nor in any other Way than as the Allegations of other Perſons, and 
without making any Reflection upon, or Inference from, the alledged Facts, or 
either of them. The Reſpondent has now ſhown, That (bateing the Word 
STERLING, annexed by the Condeſcendance to the Sum L. 14,580 : 1: 11: 
of which immediately) theſe Things were ſaid judicially againſt the then Council; 
and that is all that is incumbent on the Reſpondent to ſhow, it being none of his 
Concern, Whether the Facts were true or not, as he has affirmed nothing about 


them. And | 


He will beg Leave to fay, Tar it muſt proceed from Inattention, if an 
Man looks on the Account given of the Management of the Councils — 
ing the 1710 as reflecting on them.— For, after having obſerved, That the City's 
Debt in 1693 was L. 82,913, the Hiſtory goes on and ſets forth, That by the 
Setts made, and Duties i. the principal Sums of the Debts were red 
to L.4 7,695 notwithſtanding that, as was alledged, the Magiſtrates had releaſed the 
Leſſees of L. 14580. It is not ſaid to have been fo much as alledged, that this was 
done mon or corruptly, but only for want of due Care—And even after 
Recital of all the hard Things faid againſt the Aſſignment made by the Council 
of 1710, the Hiſtory ſets it forth as ſo good a Bargain, that if the Terms of 
it were kept up to, the old Debt of the City was thereby reduced to L. 695 
at Lammas 1723.— No Man ſurely can, find in the whole of this, any Thing 
reflecting on the Councils of 1710, or * Years, but rather a high Com- 

men. 


Co) 


mentation of their Management on the whole. Whatever might be faid, wit 


wn” thar 


As to the high and mighty Charge of omitting to tell, whether the Z. 14,580: 
1: 11. was — or — — (for it is not mentioned in the 22 
Account as Sterling, tho? one would take that to be the Fact upon readin 
the Condeſcendance) — The Reſpondent can ſay, That tho? in the Paper he tool 
it from, as above-tranſcribed, (the only Paper on the Subject he had then ſeen) 
the Sums were generally, by himſelf, underftood to be Scors Money, yet he 
doubred if this was not Sterling, becauſe he could not think, that Perſons ſitting 
in the Council of Edinburgh, would have made fo much to do, about the Coun- 
cil's having giyen down L. 14,580 Scots in Fifteen Years Time (that is, not 
L. ro00 Scots one Year with another) upon a Tack Pury, reprefented by them- 
ſelves to have been, L. 64,400 yearly : For this Reaſon, the Reſpondent choſe 
to tranſcribe the Sum, as it ſtood in that Paper, into the Hiſtory ; it falls indeed 
there, in ſuch Place, as that the Reader is led to think it Sterling Money: On 
the Writer's Plan, it is no Impeachment, but rather an Addition to the Commen- 
dation, of the . of the Magiſtrates there fpoke of, that it ſhould 
be ſo underſtood; at the ſame Time he owns, that even in that View it was 
wrong to ſet down the preciſe Sum in that Manner, when he was not ſure that 
it was of the fame Species with that which preceeded, without mentioning his 
Doubt; bur till it is plain, that there could be no Defign in that, becaule it 
has no future Influence whatever. | 


The Reſpondent will now proceed (and Time it is) to another Kind of Charge 
upon him, vez. That contained in the 3d &, of the Condeſcendance, and the 
latter Part of the 4th (which in the Relpondent's Apprehenfion coincides in the 

general Matter with the zd, but has no Connection with the general Matter 
of the 4th)— The Words of both run thus, „ appears wrong in the Au- 
* thor, to charge as an Act of Male-Adminiſtration, in the Magiſtrates and 
Council for the Time, their having purchaſed Lands for augmenting the 


* Revenue of the City, and ſtatin the Price thereof to the Put granted for the 


** City's Relief; and more cul to treat the whole of the Money borrowed 
Bn « as 
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as mentioned in the 5th Page, as a Sum that might be pocketted up, or ſquander» 
« ed by the Council. This appears the plain Parport of the Author's Expreſ- 
« ſions, P. 6th, from Line aoth, in theſe Words, © I is obvious and plain 10 
common Senſe, that ſo far as the L. 17, ooo, ſo recently borrowed, remained in 
* the Hands of the Magiſtrates and Council, the permitting the Bonds granted for 
* i; to be placed to the Debit of this Fund, was a leaving of that Sum to be in- 


* Controul.” And again, p. 7. I. 17. For ought that any Man can ſee from the 
r Overſeers Books, the Council had this L. 17,000 to play with ; and by and by 
it will be ſeen, according to the ſame Evidence, that they had alſo a Fund 
* which yielded them at leaſt L. 11000 more in Ready-money.”” © Does not this con- 
, vey the Idea of L. 28,000, which might be ſquandred? And yet it would ap- 
« pear from p. 17. middle $. that the Author knew well that this /ame L. r1,000 
6 was a Sum Jens to the Caſhier of the 'Two-penny-duty, for paying /o much of 
« the Debt that toad charged upon that Duty. Had a Stranger lent that Mo- 
* ney, it would have been innocent and juſt; muſt it not then be wrong in the 
Author To impreſs. the World with a Notion. that it was culpable in the Coun- 
eil to do what would have been lawful in others to do? and 'Forrepreſent-it in 
„ ſuch Light, as to make the World believe, That, beſide the L. 17,000 borrowed 
« and charged on the Grant, there was another diftin&t Sum of L. 11,000 chars 
« ged without any Reaſon? and To convey the Notion, that this was done on 

| Robe to afford the Council an Opportunicy to 4 "> gg it? And is it not 
« wrong to impreſs the ſame Idea in another Part of the Work, p. 16. l 2. where: 
« are theſe, Words; . Here, as on former lite Occaſions, for ought appearing 


« upon the Books, the Overſeers put from under their on Controul the: Sum of” 


«. 7, 8, or 10,000 L. and left it to the Council to packet it, or ſquander it away ow 
« Purpoſes extraneous to thetr 1 A eareleſs Reader mult take this for 4 
« diſtin Sum from thoſe mentioned in other Places; if the Author means fo, he: 
«« will be beſt able to . himſelf; if he does not, the Wrong remains, in con- 
« yeying that Idea fo ſtrongly, and fo often. And it is apprehended that what 
« follows is remarkably wrong. With Regard to L. 938: 9: 8 * for 
« Cauſway Stones, which the Author ſays was found, or pretended to be found, 
« jn the Accounts of the City Revenue when raked into; and adds, “ That the 
„ Council got a Committee of the Overſeers to give it as their Opinion, that ihe 
« Sum ſhould be brought in as a Debt upon the Duty; and that the Overſeers 
« attefted the Expenditure of it along with larger Sums on Publick Works” And 
« on the ſame Page, I. 32. ſubjoins this Reflection; «Thus they Ci. e. the Over- 
« ſeers) directiy g ave away ſo much af the Subject of their T ruſt, is be pocket=- 
« ted up or ſquandered away by the Council without Controul, upon Suppaſit ion 
« thas the Expendituxe had not brought on a Debt.” And the Words that follow 
« appear remarkably wrong or injurious ; © T here could not be 4 Debt created, 
« unleſs the Adminiſtrators of the City Revenue had advanced tbe Money. out of” 
« their Packets ; and no Man can ſuppoſe that, who. fees that the Querfeers 7 the 
| = 4 Wo 


* hezzled, or beſtowed afterwards to any Purpoſes thut the Council pleaſed; without 


* 
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% To- penny Fund never once refuſed them any Sum they asked out of, or on the 
F Credit of, it.” The Conſequence of which Aſſertion is obvious. | 


So far as the Reſpondent can judge, This Head of the Condeſcendance, and 
all the reſt which follow, relate not at all to Matters of Fact, but to the Re- 
ſpondent's Opinions on Suppoſition of certain Facts: He knows but of two Ways 
by which a Man can be brought really to Cage an gon of that Sort, v1z. 

either To ſhow him that he ſuppoſed wrong in Fact, or To convince him by Argu- 
ment, that he inferred erroneouſly from the ſuppoſed Fact, when admitted to be 
true. It is ſomething new in one, to go to work for this Purpoſe, merely by 
telling another, that his Opinion is wrong, culpable, and remarkably wrong : That 
will not do the Buſineſs, even tho? it is a /awful Superior that thus difates, be- 
cauſe real Opinions own no Superiors, whatever Influence the Commands of Per- 
ſons in ſuperior Station may have to make ſome People declare themſelyes of 
Opinions contrary to their real ones,—Since the Council has not bags, it pro- 
per to deal with the Reſpondent in either of the two uſual Ways, to ſatisfy him 
that his Opinions were wrong founded in Fact or 9 he wiſhes they 
had not meddled with them at all; but as they have, the Reſpondent is brought 
under an abſolute Neceſſity of ſaying ſomething on each of the Particulars objected 
to him in this Reſpect.— And, 


With Reſpe& to the Head above- repeated; In the it Place, The Reſpondent 
cannot find, 'That, in any Part of the Hiftorical Account, he has charged as an 
Act of Mal-adminiſtration, in any Magiſtracy and Council mentioned, “their 
% having purchaſed Lands for Augmenting the Revenue of the City, and ſtating 
*« the Price thereof to the Duty on Ale.” Three Purchaſes of Lands were 
made within the Period of the Hiſtory, and ſo far as the preſent Council ſhall 
ſhow That thereby the Revenue of the City was augmented, the Reſpondent 
will join in Encomiums on the Meaſure ; But he fairly warns them, That by 
Revenue of the City, he means the proper Revenue (as they affect to call it) 


and the Duty on Ale taken together; for when it appears (as in the Caſe of the 


Purchaſe of Calton, &c.) that, for L. 133 : 18: 4. of Land or Mill Rent added 
to the proper Revenue, a Burden of L. 204: 3: 4. was brought upon the 
Duty on Ale, it is impoſſible to perſwade him, or, as he thinks, any Man elle, 
pact mth" the Revenue of the City was * = And then, let a Man ſay 
as he will, *tis not in his Power to help th1n&#;ng ſuch Purchaſe an Act of 
Mal-adminiſtration : Even the Authority of an Act of Parliament, for making it, can- 
not alter his Opinion, nor will a Recital of many collateral Advantages, over and 
above the Rent, have the leaſt Weight to turn the Scale with him, if he chances to 
be ſo wrong headed as to think, that ſuch Advantages ought not to be fought aſter 
or taken; or that the greateſt Advantage, that can be procured for the City is, 
to have her Debts paid off: This has ever been the Reſpondents Opinion. 
He knows of no Obligation he lies under to conceal or diſguiſe it, and does 
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mot think he acts againſt any Law, Divine or Human, in declaring it, tho“ bis 


Superiors are, as would ſeem by their Condeſcendance, of the contrary Opinion: 

this Principle of his, he muſt entertain the fame Opinion as to the Pur- 
chaſes of Lockbank and of F/oolmet, unleſs the Council will ſhow, that their 
reſpective Rents have exceeded the Annualrents of the Sums paid for them ſeve- 
rally and when they have done ſo, the Reſpondent will need to be inſtructed, 
what Opinion he is to entertain of the Adminiſtration” of the Council in the 
Year 1725 who fold Foolmet, if the 3 of it was not an Act of Mal- 
adminiſtration in the Council of 1718? To him, at preſent, it ſeems impol- 
ble to defend the one, without condemning the other; but perhaps, others may 
have a Way of reconciling what appear Contradictions in terminis to him. 


In the ſecond Place, upon this Head of the Condeſcendance, Part of the Charge 
againſt the Reſpondent is, His having ſu ppoſed, That, the Councils of the City 
« were capable of pocketting up, embezzelling, or ſquandering away, the Sums 
“ which they got under their own. uncontrouPd Management, or of beſtowing 
« them to other Purpoſes than thoſe to which the Duty on Ale was appropri- 
% ated.” This, the Reſpondent ſays, is the Charge on him, as indeed he nei- 
ther has affirmed, that ever any Council, or Member of nn up 


en a eng Leo or hidden Way) embezzelled, ſquandered, or appplied _y 
art of the Duty on Ale, nor had the Means afforded, of knowing more or. lets 
about the Diſpoſal of the Sums which the City-Councils have called proper 
Revenue, ol under that Pretence, drawn out of the Duty on Ale, and ½ 
withdrawn from under the Controul and Inſpection of the Overſeers as to the 
Diſpoſal of them. — And with reſpe& to this Charge, the Reſpondent owns, 
that the Word **pocket-up” is of too harſh Sound, and wiſhes he had for- 
bore it, becauſe, on Reflection, he is ſenſible, that it conveys a ſtrong Idea 
of ſomething criminal as to a particular Perſon or particular Perſons, tho he de- 
clares, that he neither had Foundation in Fact for, nor fo much as entertained 
a Snſpicion.. of, any Thing of that Kind :—All the other Words mean no more, 
in common Accepration, than the laying out of the Money in Ways which the 
Perſon arguing or accuſing thinks rx * entirely wrong, or con to the 
Deſign of the Grant, as he conceives of it, tho? your as Tight in the Main, 
And this is a Crime, Deli&, or Fault, which the Law has all along ſuppoſed, 
and at this Day ſuppoſes, all Provoſts, Baillies, and Aldermen of Burghs, no: 
only capable of, but ſtrongly inclined to—They are yearly ſummoned, by 
the King's Writ, founded on an Act of Parliament, to iodide; before his 
Majeſty in his Exchequer, the Accompts of their Common-good, that it may 
be ſeen, © whether the ſame has been uſefully expended. or embezzelled and 
1 away ®”* | fi utiliter impenſa, vel diſſipata, ſeu diffuſa fuerunt] and all the 
urgeſſes are, or ought to be, ſummoned, and have Right to appear and to „ar- 
bran and impugn the Accompts as they pleaſe.” And the Reſpondent finds on 
ecord, a Royal Commiſſion laying 9 iſpoſition to the Charge of the Magi- 
e 


o 
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44 | 
ſtrates of Burghs in the ſtrongeſt Manner, „Ouod in plurimis burgis, 
« bonum publicum a, magiſtratibus, aut profuſe dilapidatur, aut privatim 


« decoquitur, et in uſus prorſus alios quam per leges ordinatur, applicatur, 
Fs Quid burga abſque ulla neceſſitate debita contrahunt, et paſtguam donatrones, 


« ad debita illa perſolvenda omnino ſufficientes obtinuere, nibilaminus eadem 
« debita_ inſoluta; remanent ; atque  reditus @ publics bono  burgi exurgentes 
% conſumuntur, . et indebite applicantur, unde. non ſolum querimonis in bur- 
« gis oriuntur, ſed etiam illi, qui ſus lucro moventur, inducuntur ut ſeipſos ad 
„ officium magiſtratus eligi procurent, et ut ipſi eorumque amici, propingui, et 
« clientes in dicto officio continuentur, ut inde occaſionem habeant bonum pubs» 
* licum burgi conſumendi in premits ad amicos ſuos, et burgi factiones continus 
« andes, &c. &c. Such being the Suſpicion and Suppoſition of the Law, 
touching the Diſpoſitions of Magiſtrates in Burghs, the Reſpondent cannot think 
it criminal in any Man to ſappoſe, that a 'Town-Council of Edinburgh might 

have diſſipated, ſquandered or miſapplied, ſome Part or Parts of the Common» 
ood of it; and this is all that is faid in the Hr/terical Account concerning the 
Sams there - mentioned: The Reſpondent thinks, that they were miſapplied, if 
they were applied to any other Purpoſe than paying the City's Debt; os ſo far as 
he has ſeen, they were not ſo wird :: He may be wrong in thinking fo, but 
he neither has xr Buy nor can affirm any Thing as to the Fact, utrum utiliter 


. Impenſa, an diſſipata, ſeu diffuſa fuere: 


The Sums mentioned under this Head, as. thoſe which the Council had or got 
at their o.] n Diſpoſal, from under, or out- with, the Controul of the Overſeers, are 
Four; /, L. 17,249: 8 4 (it ſhould have been L. 17,749 : 8: 4) of the 
Sums borrowed in the Beginning of the Year 1718. 2dly, The L. 938: 9: 8: 
for: Cauſway Stones, a on as a Debt in November 1722. 3dly, L. 7000, 
L. gooo, or L. 10,000 of the Sums borrowed in Anno 1723. And, 4thly, 
L. 11,000, ariſing from the Sale of M oolnet in Anno 172 f. — As the Reſpondent 
reads the Hiſtorical Account, it does not ſeem to need any Explication, . That 
„he meant each of the Four to be a Sum diſtin& from the other Three.“ And 
they certainly are ſo, notwithſtanding of what is obſerved in the Condeſcendance, 
according to the Suppoſitions in Fact, upon which the Hiſtory proceeds. For, 


If it be admitted, That the L. 17,749 : 6: 8: borrowed in 1718, and L. 7000, 
L. 8000, or L. 10,000, of the Sams borrowed in 1723, were lying in the Town 
Treaſurer's Hand in Caſh, at the Times when the Bonds granted recently before 
for them were inliſted as Debts. on the Ale-duty.; it muſt be true, That the 
Council got theſe Sums out of that Duty, to be diſpoſed of as. it ſaw Cauſe, with- 
out being ſubje& to the Controul of the Overſeers. —If it be admitted, That 
the. Price of //72/met was paid out of Savings on the City's. ordinary or proper 
Revenue, between the 1710 and 1718; and that it was fold „AL at 


L. 11,000; it muſt be true, That the Council had in 1718 a Fund, l 
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above the 17,749: 6: 8: which yielded L. 11,600 : And if it be admitted, 
that the L. 938: 9 : 8. for Cauſway- Stones had been paid in of the 
ordinary or proper Revenue, without . Deficiency in the Payment 
of the Burdens proper to it, or creating any Debt on it: It muſt be true, That 
when the Council got the Sum again out of the Ale- duty, it became poſſeſt of 
ſo much Money from the Ale- duty diſpoſable at its Pleaſure, and outwith the 
Controul of the Overſeers. | : | 


Of theſe Suppoſitions, in Fact, the Hiſtorical Account affirms nothing, the 
Condeſcendancè touches not on any of them, and no Man can be abſolutely 
certain whether the Facts ſuppoſed are true or falſe, without being ſhown the 
State of the City's Finances in the Year 1716, and the Accounts of the Diſpo- 
ſal of its whole Revenue from that Time till the Year 1727 at the leaſt ; and 
:fuch Favour not having been indulged to the Reſpondent, theſe Matters ſtand 
as they did with Reſpect to him, and all the Obſervations he made on them in 
the Hiſtorical Account : And he leaves every body elſe at Freedom to think of 
them as he has a mind; or as the Council ſhall be pleaſed to enable him by fur- 
-ther Lights than the Reſpondent has had. | 


At the ſame Time he owns, That now he has ſeen, and is fatisfied from the 
'Two-penny Books, That what was not actually expended of the Moneys bor- 
rowed in 1723, at the Time when the Overſeers made up the Liſt of the 
principal Sums of the City's Debts, was reſerved as a Fund for paying the An- 
-nvalrents incurred, and the Expences of publick Works for the Year then begun, 
and was accordingly afterwards accounted for.— And, as to the L. 11,000 got 
for M oolmet, it is told in the Hiſtorical Account, That L. 3000 of it was re- 
drawn on Occaſion of Porteous's Story; And the Reſpondent has ſince ſeen, 
from the Books aforeſaid, that the L. 8000, as to which the Overleers Books 
gave no Light, remains flill in Banco not diſpoſed of; but then, it is kept up as 
a Sum due from the 'Two-penny-duty to the City, or © To the City Freaſurer 
for the Time being :”” And 4 may be drawn, according to the Doctrine of the 
-Condeſcendance, at the Pleaſure of the Council. And the Queſtion will be, If 


this is Right, or what _ to be permitted, or not ?— 'The Reaſon given in the 


Condeſcendance, for its. being right, does not ſtrike or convince the Refpondent ; 
- becauſe, albeit it would be moſt juſt, that the Adminiſtrator of the Affairs of a 
Gentleman imbarraſſed with many Debts, beſtowing his own Money im clearing 
them off, ſhould be conſidered as his Creditor for the Money paid, and have his 
Security for it juſt as any other Perſon ; yet if we ſee, or ſhall ſuppoſe, that the 
Debts are paid off with the Gentleman's Money, Would it then be an innocent 
Thing, would it not be culpable in the Adminiſtrator, to ſet himſelf up for Cre- 
ditor to the Gentleman ?---In ſhort, while it is the Reſpondent's Misfortune to 
"think, That every Fund, every Penny that can be raiſed from any Fund, after 
defraying neceſſary Charges of the Adviniftraien al Police of the City, * 
s & 


the Publick of Edinburgh<City, which muſt infallibly have brought great Emo- 


N 
be applled to fink its Debts, he cannot help 
Council ſhould be allowed to draw a Penny out of 
ing the Overſeers, that what is required is neceſſary for the Purpoſes aforeſaid, 


after Expenditure of all the other Revenue: But does not think it neceſſary 
either to fight or argue with thoſe Who are of another Opinion, | 


ing on it as That the 


Tt remains only upon this Head, That the Reſpondent take notice of the Quo- 


tation from the Fii/torical Account, which the Condeſcendance calls remarkably 
wrong or injurious: It relates to the Price of the Cauſway Stones above-mentio- 
ned. That Money had been laid out ſome time before it was ſought to be 
brought in as a Debt on the Ale-duty ; the Reſpondent had before hinted it as 
his Opinion, That it ſhould not have been admitted as a Debt on the Ale<duty, 
unleſs Evidence was given, That the Expenditure of it had occaſioned a Defici- 
ency in the other Revenue, and brought a Debt on the City: And then he adds 
the Words challenged, in which he ſuppoſes, that the Adminiſtrators of the City 
Revenue had not advanced the Money out of their own Pockets; and ſays, That 
they had no Occaſion to do ſo, becauſe the Overſeers of the Ale-duty always 
ve them any Sum that they asked out of or on the Credit of it: The former 
e ſtill ſuppoſes to be Fact, and the other, for ought he has yet diſcovered, is 
true. Where the Injury to the Council in all this lies, the Reſpondent cannot 
indeed diſcover. | | | 


The next Head of Charge agairiſt the Reſpondent, lies in the firſt Part of Sec- 


tion th of the Condeſcendance, and it is, That it appears wrong in the Au- 
« -thor, to accuſe the Magiſtrates and Council for the time, of beginning and car- 
rying on Publick Works upon the Credit of the Grant, and by Anticipation, 
s before the ſame commenced, on Pretence of the Publick Good, but re in- 
« tended for the private Advantage of themſelves and their Friends.“ ich 
Idea is ſaid to be conveyed by one Part, quoted, of a Paragraph in the Hiſtorical 
Account, and ſaid to be ſtronglyimpreſt by the reſt of that Paragraph, not quoted, 
and ſome Lines of another. 145 . 

The Quotations run thus, 'The publick Spirit of executing vaſt Works for 


*« lament to ſome private Perſons * would not ſurely be to the Projectors of 
them, or their Friends) now roſe apace, and to valt Height. The Admini- 


e ſtrators inſiſted, That this Fund they had got might be L. 8350: 17 : 24. and 


« would not > m9 cathy Perſon to imagine, that it would be, or could be leſs than 
L. 7500, Sterling Groſs per annum, during the Currency of the new Grant; 


and they inſiſted, That had a Right, or were in the Right, to project 
« Works in Proportion to this Minimum of their Fund at leaſt. The annual 
*« Burdens on it at that Time were ſmall indeed; but then it was not to com- 
% mence for five Years thereafter : And it will be ſeen immediately how prodigi 
oully it was anticipated, and how heavily it was loaded with annual pig 
belore 


e Ale-duty, without fatisfy- 
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« before the Time of its Commencement arrived; and how greatly it fell ſhort 
« of anſwering the Projector's Views in Point of annual Income, even when it 
« was —— over thoſe Pariſhes contiguous to the City, to which Brewers had 
« retired to evade it. However, at all ventures the Projects muſt be begun, c. 
« And now Mountains of Gold appearing to the heated Fancies of the Projectors. 
„ all Heads and Hands were ſet at Work, to find out, and lay down, Schemes 
« for ſpending the Money, long before it could ariſe, &'c.” | 


As to all this Matter, The Reſpondent cannot find that he has ſtated himſelf 
as Accuſer of the Magiſtrates, either with Reſpect to their Anticipation of the 
Revenue, or as to their real Intentions in proſecuting and executing theſe Publick 
Works. He makes no ſcruple to declare, that his Opinion is againſt all Antici- 
pations, and that he thinks this one was egregiouſly wrong, let other People think 
as they will.—He has not meddled with, he does not pretend to dive into, Peo- 

les Intentions : He believes, with every Body elſe, That the executing of any 

aſt Work, muſt infallibly bring Great Emolument to the private Perſons employ- 
ed in it. And he does not think it a Reflection upon the Pr qjectors or Conduc- 
tors, that they ſhould endeavour to be participant in the lawful and reaſonable E- 
molument, or throw it in the Way of their Friends : Whether thoſe concerned 


in this Caſe did fo or not, he knows not. 


be next Charge on the Ref t. Section 5th of the Condeſcendance, is in 
theſe Words, It is wrong in the Author to repreſent the Magiſtrates and Coun- 
« cil, as ing the Extenſion of the Grant by bringing the active and ſtirring 
« Men of the neighbouring Parifhes into the Preject, by promiſing them certain 
« Premiums or Kewards out of the Produce of the Grant, under the Genteel 
« Name of Equivalents,” 


The Fact is, That before the Extenſion was formally propoſed to the Heritors 
of the Shire, The Town Council paſt an Act, Signifying their Reſolution to make 
12 any Loſſes or Damages which might ariſe thereby, to the Heritors of the 
riſhes intended to be ſubjected to the Duty; and Naming Commiſſioners to treat 
with them concerning the Equivalent to be given by the Town to them, upon 
their conſenting to an Act of Parliament for the Extenſion; and, That before the 
Conſent was given, or ſimul & ſemel and on the ſame day, the Council, by its Com- 
miſſioners, entred into a Submiſſion with a Dozen of Gentlemen, Heritors in the 
ſubjected Pariſhes, touching the quantum of this Equivalent.---And therefore the 
Reſpondent cannot find out the Ground of Charge againſt him. Is it, That this 
was not a Promiſe? Or, That it was not the Cauſe of the Gentleman's coming in to 
the Project of Extenſion ? Or, That the Magiſtrates did not promote the Extenſion 
by it, or did not promote it at all? Or, That the Men, who came into the Project, 
were not active and ſtirring Men? Till it be explained on which of theſe Points 
the Charge relies, the Reſpondent can ſay no more, unleſs he was to fay a great 
deal too much, upon this Head, 8 axe 
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fully ſatisfied, That the Monies iſſued ha 


the Ale-Duty, when conſigned, and were therefore juſtly and regularly charged 
back on it when called for But whether ſomething elſe than Jultification of the 
Adminiſtration was not in View by the Behaviour of ſome People on this Article, 
the Gentlemen-Auditors' may judge; The Reſpondent ſhall t 


ew) 


The next concerns the /h much noiſed Story of the conſigned Money, and it 
is thus laid in Section 6th of the Condeſcendance, It appears wrong in the Au- 
« thor, Page 21 F1, to treat the Conduct of the Council with reſpe& to Money 


« conſigned by the Purchaſers of Bankrupt Eſtates, and the charging the ſame on 
« the two-penny-Duty, when that 'Money came to be paid to Creditors, as a 
«.culpable Management, - ſeeing, upon the leaſt Enquiry, the Author might have 
A 8 9 „ 
« been fatisfied that there was a Caſh Accompt opened with the Royal Bank, 
« uſed ON Ly for the Purpoſes of the Duty _ Ale, and the conſigned Money 
received by the Provoſt, paid into the Caſh Accompt; and /o applied to ex- 
« tinguiſh-a Burden upon the 'Two-penny-Duty, with this Advantage, that the 
ſaid Duty gained 2 per Cent. till ſuch time as the conſigned Money was paid 
over to the Creditors ;' conſigned Money, by Act of Parliament, bearing only 
„ 3 per Cent. Intereſt, Andithe'wrong in the Author appears the Greater that 
« fem the ſame Page he ſeems to have been no Stranger that the City had a 
% Caſh Accompt with the Bank, or carrying on the: Purpoſes of the Grant.” 


Ia Anſwer; The Reſpondent muſt take che Liberty to ſay; That if ir wrong'in 


che Council to charge him as having treated their Conduct, with reſpect to. Money con- 


ſigned oy the Purchaſers of Bankrupt Eſtates, as culpable ; becauſe, he never did 
e 


fo,---- has indeed charged ſome Perſon'or Perſons, to him unknown, with In- 
diſtinctneſs and Inaccuracy in the keeping of the Sederunt Books of the Over- 
ſeers; becauſe, having made two Entries, about the iſſuing of conſigned Money, 
in Terms inſinuating that the Overſeers had ſome Seruples about them; Care was 


not taken to enter in the ſame Books, the Fact which muſt have removed theſe 


Seruples. That is the ox/y Charge which can, in any Sort of fairneſs, be ſaid to be 


made in the Hiſtory; the Words of which (not quoted in the Condeſcendance, as u- 


fual, for a plain Reaſon) after mentioning the Fact about the iſſuing of two Articles 
of Money conſigned, are theſe, © Had it been ſhown or faid in the Books, That 
the Sums were, at the Time of conſigning, put to the Credit of the Two— 
penny Duty, or applied to pay any Burden on it, every one would have been 
fatisfied of the Reaſon for debiting that Fund with the Payments made: The 


Fact may have been ſo, and then it can yet be vouched; if it was not, the 


Conſequence is obvious.“ The Reſpondent muſt appeal, and does appeal to 
the Council itſelf, Whether more was neceſſary for juſtifying the Adminiſtration 


in this Article, than to have ſhown him the Books, in which the Application of 
this conſigned Money was itated, and to have taken from him what he offered 


on that Condition, within three Days after publiſhing the Hiſtory, what he never 


could give till now, and what he now 15 Viz. a Declaration, That he is 


been truly applied to pay Burdens on 


orbear to mention 
it, 


— © — — 


£m «= 8 A. © 89V - 


E 


it, ot any of the many aggravating Circumſtances attending it: at the ſame time that 
he cannot but obſerve the ſame Spirit running thro? the Head of Charge, as now 
laid; a Spirit which cannot Neſs the Council as ſuch, and of which he is ſure 
every one of its Members will expreſs the greateſt Deteſtation.---No doubt the 
Reſpondent knew, That the City had a Caſh-Accompt with the Royal Bank; 
but as he had no Occaſion to know, whether ir did or did not, comprehend a// 
the Negotiations about the Duty on Ale, or was or was not confined to them; So 
now that he has ſeen the Book of Clearances, drawn from the Bank-Books, it 
does not appear that the Caſh-Accompt anſwered to the Deſcription here given of 
it; nor that it could have given him the leaſt Satisfaction as to the Facts for which 
it is appealed to: The Reſpondent has got his Clearance about them from Books 
which he did enquire for, while he was writing this Hiſtorical Account, but could 
not get Acceſs to, for a Reaſon mentioned in the Entry. | 


Another Head 'of Charge againſt the Reſpondent, contained 'in the Seventh 
Section of the Condeſcendance, runs thus: It is wrong in the Author to repre ' 
<« ſent the Caſh Account with the Bank, opened for the Purpoſes of this Grant, 
4 4 a Device whereby the City might poſſeſs itſelf at any Time of L. 3oo0 
« Sterling; which the T wo-penny-duty muſt repay and make good, let the City 
« diſpoſe of it as it has a- mind. Is not this repreſenting the City as guilty of an 
« egregious' wrong? | i 


For Anfwer ; Every Body knows, That the City can do no wrong, and will 
therefore ſee, That the Council is meant in the Hiſtory.--- "The Reſpondent has 
not repreſented the opening of the Caſh Account as a Device for ſuch a Purpoſe ; 
he has only ſaid, « That, as the Matter ſtands, the Council may thereby become 
« poſſeſſed of ſuch a Sum; That they may diſpoſe of it as they pleaſe, i. e. 
« without being ſubject to the Controul of the Overſeers; and, let them diſ- 
« poſe of it as they will, the Two-penny-duty muſt make it good to the Bank. 
And he ſtill ſays, That it is ſo as the Matter appears to him ;---becauſe he does 
not perceive, that the Overſeers: have any Check on the Council in the drawing 
out of the Money; nor, that it is any Condition in the Aſſignment of the Duty 
to the Bank, that It ſhall ſee to the Application of the Money when drawn. If 
the Caſe is otherwiſe in Fact, if the Concurrence of the Overſeers is requiſite in 
drawing for the Money, or the Bank's Security is clog'd with a Condition depen- 
ding on the Purpoſe to which it is applied, the Reſpondent will, on being ſhown 
this, own himſelf in the wrong for putting the Queſtion from which the Quotation 
on this Head of the Charge is taken. 


The laſt and cloſing Charge, as laid in the Eighth Section of the Condeſcen- 
dance, runs thus: It is wrong in the Author to repreſent the Adminiſtration 
« of the City, as uſing every Art to blind the Overſeers, in order to come at the 


*« uncontroulable Management of this Duty; and indeed the Management, thro? 
. | a N 66 the 


( 20) 
„ the whole of the Book, is treated as highly culpable. The Examiners may 
« pleaſe caſt their Eyes upon p- 18. and the firſt two Paragraphs 28 
the | 


« alſo p. 22. ten Lines from the Bottom, where are theſe Words:“ 

« thods 7 which the City, as diſtinguiſbed from T wo-penny-duty, drew Part 7 
« theſe Riches into its Hands, to the impoveriſbing of, to the Degree of Bank- 
« rupting, the Duty, have been ALREADY mentioned; the reſt aroſe from the 
* 9 the Addreſs to get the Duty loaded with all its Expence of every 
„Kind (annual Burdens proper to the antient Revenue only * even Cons. 
« trary to the expreſs Directions of the Aﬀ of Parliament. p. 24 L. 5. 
« and 6. in theſe Words: Tus all the Checks contrived by Parliame t were 
„ eluded, and all the Regulations preſeribed by the AF were diſregarded.” To 
t treat an Adminiſtration at any Time in ſuch a Manner, without direct Proofs 
« of Corruption, appears bebt blameable, and more ſo, from the Manner of 
« publiſhing this Account, and tranſmitting it to Members of Parliament, when 
«« a Queſtion relative to the K of * 2 was in Dependence; and this 
« aggravated by concluding his with a Propoſition, that points at diveſting 
© the Magiſtrates and Council of the Management, or at — them 
« abſolute C s, than which it is not ealy to conceive how one, who has the 
Character of a Citizen, could aim at a 4:gher Injury to bis lawful Supertors.” . 


This being a general Charge founded upon the Ref 's Recapi 
tulations of, > Inferences from, Thin 8 . before actin Neal the 
Words already and Tus, in the two 3 It admits of no 
other Anſwer, but Referring to the Particulars whereof they are Recapitulations, 
or from which they are Inferences, and to what has been ſaid with reſpect to 
any of them on which the Condeſcendance has made any Animadverſion.—As 


the firſt of theſe Sentences plainly refers to the Paragraph immediately preceeding 


it, in which the Riches of the City, in Contradiſtinction to the Two-penny-duty, 
are mentioned; the Reſpondent muſt be allowed to obviate an Objection to the 
Account he gives of theſe. It was true, 2 to what he had then ſeen; 
but the new Lights he has been afforded ſhew, That at Candlemas 1751, the 
Cty or City-Treaſurer was, or was reckoned to be, Creditor to the Duty for 
L. 11,700. of Capital (including Moolmet L. 8000) with half a Year's Intereſt, 
L. 2312: 2: 5. of Deficiency on the Article of Aid of Revenue, and 
L. 6,025 : 13 : oo. for publick Works; In all, L. 20,292 : 15 : 5. Sterling. — 
This Rectification being attended to, When the Condeſcendance was not only 
quoting ſhort Sentences, but alſo directing the Gentlemen-Examiners where to 
caſt their Eyes for more on this Head; it might have been expected that It would 
have pointed out the whole of whit interveens between the Words quoted from the 
Foot of P. 22, . contrary to the moſt expreſs Directions of the Act of Parliament,” and 
the Words quoted from Top of P. 24. Thus all the Checks were-eluded,” and alſo 
the Paragraph which follows this - —- ---- If theſe omitted Paragraphs, which no 
doubt the Examiners will read becauſe of their Connection with n 

N quote , 


— —— we 


_—_ TT ef wa BE. 


ſtration; 


( 221 ) 


„ eontain 2 juſt Repreſentation of the Law and of the Facts (and not one 


Word of them is controverted or attacked in any Part of the Condeſcendance) 


the Inferences intrude themſelves ſtill on the Reſpondent with a Force which he 
cannot | reſiſt; he has ſhown no Anxiety to impreſs} them upon others; and 
all the Fault he can charge himſelf with is His having given an Opinion inſtead of 
leaving it to every one to form his own, He is perſwaded that the Council can 
be —. 0 no Apprehenſion that his Opinion ill have any Weight to the Prejudice 
of the Adminiſtration: As he himſelf would be very glad to ſee it cleared, he 
wiſhes the Council had applied more to the Facts, and leſs to his Opinions, 
throughout this Condeſcendance. And, upon this general Head, it appears to 
him, That the Council has an eaſy Method of ſatisfying every Man, How far 
the Regulations of the Law touching the annual Application of the Fund have 
been really obſerved; and that is, by exhibiting in one View that Chain of an- 
nual Accompts which the Reſpondent has now ſeen recorded in the Journal- 
book, and Books of Receipts and Depurſements, tho* they had not any Way 
caſt up to him at writing the Hiſtorical Account. TEETH 1 


As to the flouriſh of Aggravations in the cloſe ; It is ſomething new to main- 
tain, That an Adminiſtration ſhould never be animadverted on but for Corruption 
nor without direct Proofs of the Corruption: The Reſpondent could eaſily conde- 
ſcend on ſeveral other proper Cauſes for ſuch Animadverſion; and muſt beg 


leave to ſay, that common Kumyur, or even Suſpicion is, in his Opinion, ſuffi- 


cient Cauſe for propoſing an —_— or Examination: — It was in hopes to 
bring on an Examination in a Place and at a Time the moſt proper, as he 
thought, for obtaining any Benefit to the City in futuro; that he did publiſh 
the Hiſtorical Account, and put it into the Hands of Members of Parliament, 


and he is ſo far from looking on that as an Aggravation of a ſuppoſed Crime, 


that he apprehends it to be a zotal Exculpation from the Charge of Malice or 
ill Deſign, and of perſonal or  by-views with which he has been loaded. In 
fine, tho? the Reſpondent knows that the Council are his Superiors by Law and 


Station in many Reſpects (in which he ſhall always revere them) and feels 


ſome of them to be ſo in other Reſpects (in which he hopes never to equal 
them) he looks upon them, with Reſpect to the Revenue, as the Law does, that 
is as wry fe wa only, as accountable to the Community for their Admini- 

therefore cannot look on © his propoſing to have their whole Ad- 
« miniſtration ſubjected to the Review of Perſons: havihg proper patrimonial In- 
« tereſt at Stake upon the Reſult of it, as a high Injury, or as an Attempt to 
render them abſolute Cyphers. They have been ſubjected to the Review of 


. Overſeers as to one conſiderable Branch of their Adminiſtration for many Years, 
In a manner pretty ſtrictly  deyiſed, but it does not appear either that they 


took this as an Affront, or that it rendered them Cyphers in the Management. 

-In fine, now that the Reſpondent: has had Acceſs, by Order of the Gentle- 
men-Examiners, to all the Books concerning the Management of this Dury fl 
_ | | * 3 


= ( 22. ) = 

Alte; from the 1919 to Cordlemar:or March 1751 5 he cannot diſcover, That he 

has fo much as erred, in the ſmalleſt « arr 1 as to any Aſſertion in Point of 
t Ti 


Fact in the Hiſtorical Account, in all me: except chat he called the 
Meeting held by the Overſeers on the toch December 1717 The „i Meeting 
on Record, whereas it was the fc; and that he ſer down the Sum borrowed 
between the End of December 1717 and the Beginning of June 1718, at 
T. 17 49 : BY 4. inſtead of L. 17,749: 8: — He has already, in the 
Courſe of anſwering the Condeſcendance, — 1 

from the Books now ſhown him, as to ſeveral Points taken Notice of in the 
Condeſcendance, which were ſtated in the Hiſtory in a dubious View; viz. That 
about the conſigned Moneys; that about the L. 7000, Booo. or L. 10000. of the 
Borrowings in Arno 1723; that about the Situation of the L. 8000, remaining 
of the Price of Woolmet, and the City's Claim on the Ale Duty; and that about 


the Accomprs being kept in a regular annual Chain. And, 83 8 


He will alſo own, as he conceives himſelf bound in Juſtice and Fairneſs to do fo, 
tho? not called on to do it by any thing occurring in the Condeſcendance, That he 
has, by the ſame Means, got Clearance as to ſome other Points treated as Matters of 
Doubt and Suſpicion in the Hiſtorical Account, for which he has never been 
called in queſtion, viz. The L. 2000. Scars levied with the City's Land-Tax 
in 1730 and 1731, toward reimburſing an Advance made out of the Duty on 
Ale for purchaſing Fire-Machines; The L. 50. Sterling per annum due by Con- 
tract to Mrs, Miller; The Eftabliſhment of Salaries to the Clerks and Clerk 
depute of the City out of this Duty; and the Extent of the Sums drawn by the 
Council from this Duty, under the Head of Aid of Revenue. As to the Hirſt: 
of theſe; Fhe Sederunt Books of the Overſeers, after having obſerved that the 
Money was not replaced in the iſt of Miarch 1734, never again mention it; aud 
ſo leave one in doubt Whether that Sum was ever made good tothe Dury on Ale 


(is in the Hiſtory): but che Bock of Receipts and Payments ſhows, „That ijt 


%s made good on the 28th of that Month.“ As to. the Second; I he Sede- 
runt Book, after having ſtated * Doubt, as to the Propriety of 
continuing that annual Payment in its ff | 

keeping up to the Terms of the Contract, nevet mentions What was done 
about it (afterwards; Which gave Occaſion: to its being ſtated as ia Que 
ſion in the Hi/toried! Arcount, Whether the Payment was coinihued in its 
full Extent; or diminfſhed, 1 The Book of Receipts and 
Payments clears this, by ſhoWing Phat the Payment was coptinued in its full 
Extent/only for three Years after the Overſeers made this Oblerve about t; and 
That thereaſter it Was totally diſcontinued.—As to the Third, Two Doubts being 
ſkated, Whether the Overſeers thatl been led in conttary to a Reſolution of 
rheirs, (hot appearing an Aheir Books to be altoted) to give an annual; Salary ro- 
the City Clerks out of this Duty covertly, and by the Council's throwing it into 
x Venere Article fer Charges of Management? 6d,” hetlier drenot cha ure 
e for — a no (cen aniwer both diſtinctly;- 


and 


That he has got Clearance 


* * 
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Extent, becauſe Mrs. Miller was not 


( 23 ) 
and ſhew, That the Conneil did openly, by two Acts of their own,. eſtabliſh Sa- 
laries to the two principal Clerks, the Depute-clerk, and an Extracter, on this 
Duty, to Amount of L. 22: 11 : 6; and That they have been paſt annually ſince 
1731, with the other Articles of Salaries for Management, ſtated particularly ; 


but That the Clerks get no Fees for Decreets taken in the Baillie Court for 
this Duty.-—-And-—s to the Fourth, Tho' the Hiſtory, from the 3 of 


the Overſeers Books, ſtates it as a Point of Fact in the Dark, How much of 
the Two-penny Fund the Couneils have drawn as Aid ef Revenue? The Books 
of Receipts and Payments anſwer this diſtinctly; and ſhow, That the Sum Total 
drawn from Martinmas 1717 to Candlemas 1751 is only L. 12,716: 17: . 
Sterling, that is L. 2,312 : 2 : 5. ſhort of its Amount —Had any other Parti- 
cular of this Kind, i. e. clearin Facts ſtated as unclear on the Face of the 
Overſeers Books, occurred to t 1 in his new Reſearches, he would 
have acknowledged it with the ſame Frankneſs, tho? not directly called on to do 
it by a Challenge from the Council.— Of one other Thing of this Kind indeed 
the Reſpondent is put in Doubt n this Reſearch, viz. The Extent of the 
Expenees in Relation to the Act of Parliament obtained in .Anno 1723. This is 
ealled in the Hiſtorical Account © L. 2,070:” And, whether it ſhould not really 
be L. 2,370. the Reſpondent cannot yet fay with Certainty, or without getti 
further Explanation than ariſes from the Books, in relation to an. Entry — 
therein ſo late as the 22d of May 1744——And now, 


To conclude, The Reſpondent is extremely ſorry, on many Accounts, That 
he ſhould have been brought under the Neceſſity a Neceſſity which to him a 
peared invincible on the moſt important of all Reaſons) to write, or to — 
any Perſon with reading a Paper (of great Labour to him in Preparation and 

Compoſition, and) of this Length; when he truly expected that he ſhould have 
had a Call for no more than what he could have diſpatched in an Hour's Time, 
and without Waſte of a Sheet of Paper.—— The Value of his Stake will, he: 
hopes, plead his Exeuſe.--— With regard to Matters of Opinion, the Reſpon- 
dent is reſolved to give himſelf no . Concern. He is not at all anxious. 
what the Gentlemen-Examiners do on that Point; nor how long they keep it in 
Dependence, in caſe the Council inſiſts on ſaying any he's e it; nor will it 
give him any Uneaſineſs, ſhould they now, or at laſt, declare the Reſpondent's 
Opinions tote celo erroneous, and him a Wronghead or Fool for entertaining them. 
— But, as the Reſpondent's Juſtification or Condemnation with the World, 
in reſpe& to the moſt virulent and violent, continued and repeated, Attacks on. his 
Moral Character, hangs upon the Iſſue of the Declaration of the Eximi- 
ners touching the Truth or Falſehood of the Facts aſſerted in the Fliftorical 
Account, he hopes that they will ſpeedily proceed to give ſuch Declaration ons 


that Point as to them ſhall ſeem juſt; and is confident, That Diſpatch in that. 
Reſpe& will be moſt agreeable to the Council itſelf, which has declared its: 
earneſt Deſires. to know how the Facts really (land. 


AND =. CHALMER. 
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1. af, Edinburgh, dated 175th 
ok une 1782. and e ee To 
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T HE Lord Provoſt * IN FR Thar in Purſis 
42 ance of the Orders of Council, dated the 1 ath of » February and 
15th of A laſt,” conſiderable Progreſs had been made in à Proceſs 
before the Bailies, at the Inſtance of the Procurator-Fiſcal, againſt Mr. 
Andrew Chalmer Accomptant in Edinburgh, as Author and Publiſher of 
2 Pamphlet, entitled, Au Hiſtorical Account of the City . Duty on Ale, 
Oc. 2 828 the Adminiſtration of chis City and Community 
for a long Period of Time; That, in the Courſe of the Tryal, a Bill 
of Keen had been offered, which, with the Anſwers, being con- 
ſidered laſt Vacation, was taken to Report to the Lords by my Lord 
Shewalton ; That, in the Interim, the Deacon-Conveener had 
Mr. Chalmer's earneſt Deſire o have the Fats ſet forth in the ſaid 
Pamphlet examined by five or more Gentlemen of Reputation, for Inte 
grity and Skill beyond Exception, to be named by the Ton- Council, 
profeſſing his Willingneſs to acquieſce in the Report of ſuch Perſour 48 
To THE Facrs, to be juſtified-to the World 0 Gentlemen ſhould 
report, That the FacTs advanced in the ſaid ry were true, and to 
make any Reparation which could, in Reaſon, be dic Him, ſbould they 
Hud it otherways ; That, apprehending the Propoſ ee — in: his 
private Judgment, he had ſignified his Sentiments on bas Head in a Lets 
ter to the Conveener the th current, bearing, That if Mr. Chalmer 
ſhould make any ſuch Propofal i in Writing, he would lay the fame before 
the Council, and contribute his beſt Endeavours to prevail with them, and 
every Body elle concerned in this Matter, to agree to the above Meaſure, 
and to ſuffer the Proceſs in the mean Time to reſt; which being com- 
municated to Mr. Chalmer, he, on the 8th June, wrote to the Con- 
veener upon that Subject; and, by a Letter of the 11th current, adreſſed 
to the Lord Provoſt, explicitly ſignified his Deſire to have the Facts ex- 
amined, in the manner above ſet forth, by five or more Gentlenſem to be 
named by the Council, adding theſe Words; Jam willing to acquieſce 
1 * in he Reer of ſuch Perſons as to che Facts (n che Hiſtorical Het 
y L324 <. « 216507 T © D 222009 581 i ! cant) 


68869 
gent, co be juſtißed to the World, if they report, That the Facts 
ine {Hiſtory are true, and to make any Reparation Which 
ITED be ike of merit they find it otherways.” Which Let- 
bang read th Conne His Lordſhip” alſo 2 fas 
ad en Pabot it Det: eak For his Ones, atk 
of Opinion That the Meaſure was conſiſtent with the Honour 
Council,” and moſt likely to bring this Affair to a ſpeedy Iſſue, 5 — 
Prejudice to Truth, or the Adminiſtration of this City or Community. 
Which being ſidered by the Magiſtrates and Council, they unanimouſly 
eed to hominate the Gentlemen following, viz. Meſſrs. George 
+ Writer to che Signet, | Grorge [Boſwell and Francis Fargubarſon, Ac- 
| We ———_— John Complett Caſhier de dhe Bank, and 
James Spence Seen Secrcnary to-the Bank of Scothand, Gentlemen of undoubted 
for Skill and Integrity, earneſtly recommending it to them 

io ame e eee im 1 th ſaid Paniphlet, title, An FHiſto- 
gical Attount of the City e Edinburgh's Duty on Ale, and of the Manage- 
ment thereof, &. and fo compare the fame with the Books of he Ho- 
nourable-Overſeers, the Minutes of Council relative to that Subject, and 
Accompts of the Produce. and +» qr) of that Branch of the City's 
Revenue ariſmg from the new Gift, kept by the City's Accomptant, and 
to report their Opinion the Council upon the whole; and further, the 
 Conncil did, and hereby: de, appoint the City Clerks, and City Ac- 
comptant;\'to-furniſh the above Gentlemen with ſuch Records, Accompts, 
and Books of the - Honourable - Overſeers, | and whatever Writings or 
Vouchers are in their Hands, and ſhall be called for by the ſaid Gentle. 
men, und do appoint theit Clerks: and Accomptant to meet with theſe 
Gentlemen, if: required, in order to give them all proper Satisfaction to 
facilitate the —— their Report, to be laid before the Council 
with their firſt Conveniency, / reſerving Power to the Council to do there- 
in as they ſhall ſee Cauſe, when the Report of the {aid Gentlemen is laid 
before the Magſtrates and Couneil; and further, they did, and hereby 
da, appoint the foraſaid three een to be recorded in the Minines of, 
| Coompnt: 1 one” e e e 


78 Follow” che Three Letters: 
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7. ſt hy" Lord Provolt to the Coma. 
at. r 

ee 

% Baird and you, and 


eee me e Jad paſt berwbaw: Me. 
terwards between Mr. Chalmer and you, Nl v 
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85 


© kim, for the Kb out by him againſt the Magiſtrates and 
© Council of the City, for theſe Forty Years bypaſt, and his Wiſhes to 
hive the Mater Johe Sway in une Laer Ma. J have been conſi- 
© daring too, the Account he gave e you of his Motives for publiſhing his 
Hilo and Dialogue, and how ſtrongly he aſſerts, That he neither 
* meant to hurt the City's Credit, nor to obſtruẽt its Intereſt, nor to 
*, injure the Reputation of any one Man who now is, or ever has been, in 
the Town-Council, or in the Overſight of the Grant; all he had in his 
View, was to have a 3 h Enquiry made into the Accom pts thereof, 
before the new Grant paſſ paſſec , to fati a the publick whether Juſtice has has 
6 - BED hitherto done to the City, and to aſcertain i it, chat it ſhall be rightly 
applied in Time coming. 
_ © How far what he has done can be reconciled to thieſs Aſſertions of 
; * his, muſt be left to the Publick to judge of, now that the Papets are in 
every Bodys Hands. As to what by apprehends from my Reſentment, 
* do Ae you, and you may aſſure him, That I think it below me 0 
mind what is perſonal to me in the Matter: If chat was all, I would give 
a myſelf no Manner of Trouble about it; but; as he has attacked the Re- 
* putation of ſo many other Gentlemen in his Papers, I think moſt un- 
* juſtly, I cannot take upon me to. diſpoſe of this Procels- againſt him, . 
: without conſulting them. 

However, ſuch is my Averſion to Di Te" if” Me. Chalmer 
© writes to me, as Provoſt of Edinburgh, a Letter, to be communicated, 
© giving his Motives, for publiſhing thoſe two Pamphlers here and in Lon- 
| 08. at the critical Time he diſperſed the firſt of — accounting there- 
in for his Conduct, in any Way he thinks beſt for his own Vindication, 

* conliſtent with Truth rae Reafon ; if he ſets forth therein his Sollici- 
© tude fo have the Far he has aſſerted in Hr H; Cory thoroughly exami- 
* ned into by Gentlemen of eſtabliſhed Reputation for Integrity and Skill, . 
his Willingneſs to acquieſce in their Report i= Relation is them, to be- 
* juſtified. to the World, if theſe Gentlemen report, That the Fact he har 

- # * advanced i in his Hiſtory are true, and that he will make any Reparati- 
on that can, in Reaſon, be asked of him, F they find it otherways ; 1 

q Rr! endeavour all I can to prevail with the Town-Council, and every 

Body elſe that is concerned in this Matter, . put it upon this. Hue, and: 

; faffer the Proceſs in the mean Time to reſt. I am, 

| er, your moſt obedient humble Servant. 


Adu. 5th June 1752. © Gro. Daunlũ“ pe 
DircRted under Cover, To James Ker, Bir Deacon-Couveencr 1 2 
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12 75 hl de 1 e it is known to be 755 vo A I can 
. SE own. Jy dement as to the Manner of making it, and there- 

L Woog er rto \ adviſe with ſome Md F 1 in whom 1. con- 
4 Wy by denn. find myſelf in a Peng from the 1 21 7 on 
24 Fa inclo d cannot get rid of it, ünleſs 1 am 


. 20 Cale Lypotkerically tor Advice, I mear to fay, 


bad lat to „if fuch or ſuch a Propoſal was 
e me to th on e it would be accepted of, In what 


3 SP eas not to prejudge my cauſe in caſe it was 
<*+not th 1250 T behoved 10 have had your Mind and 
: % Jaſtructions, e 120901 one on to write the Letter propo ſed, 
: at any Rate; But 2 Motion i me in Behalf of che P iſcal, 


00 Saturday laſt, has ſuggeſted it to me, as a neceſſary Preliminary to 
my bergie in this Courſe, that it ſhould be fixed | and ſettled, either 
| 1 that the Points lying before the Lords by my Bill of Advocation ſhall be 
4 forthwith. brought: to a Determination, or that the Determination of them 
hall not be brought on this Seſſion, though the intended Negoclation 
for an extrajudicial Settlement on the Merits of the Cauſe ſhould prove 
7 * and be at an End within the Seſſion, I would. wiſh that th 
rſt Branch of the Alternative was embraced, becauſe I can, and do af 
e you, chat, thaugh thoſe Points were given for: me, it would not 


. alter my. n 10 * ay e or Condemnation with the 
1 World 


GW). Neaging ve Nene nl par RO condos into. my Hana for | A Time to'con- 
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bY Weaning thoſe about ' Fears of 'the Provoſt's Reſertiient: * 
$6 laid, becauſe 1 bad faid the ſame Thivg 10 che Conveener on my Girl 1 the Pro- 
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c World upon the fe of he Report, of Gentlemen of eltabliſhed Re- 
ps Of after their having inſpected and examined the Books 
| to t TY have aſſerted; Thar is what I would do, nay, infiſt, 
«© as far as L could, to have done, was I this Moment acquitted of the Fif- 
© cal's Complaint upon any Ground whatever, other than a fair Diſcuſſion 
© as to the Ferit or * Fallleed of the Fats. I ay, it is becauſe I can, and 
7 do aſſure you that I will, ſo behave, though the Points now ready for 
tion were decided for me, that 1 inſiſt on the Preliminary a- 
6 foreſaid; and, at the fame Time, I aſk no ſuch Aſſurance from any Body 
© in Behalf of the Fiſcal, ſhould they be decided againſt me, but leave him 
* at full Liberty to take the Advantage of ſuch Deciſion, . As I am in- 
© formed that Lord Sheua/ton, upon Motion from Mr. Dunbar (e), has al- 
; © ready directed that Papers be printed, in order, as I ſuppoſe, to à Report; 
you ſee that it is abſolutely neceſſary that we be immediately in Concert 
as to the Point aboye ſtated (which L humbly think. may be managed 
* without Communication to many.) If that is not immediately concerted, 
© T cannot ſee how 1 can at this Time go any farther as to the other, 
7 therefore ſhall ſay no Te al I * from you 1 this, dut that, 

N * 
— Edinhurgh, June 8. 1752. -  Gigned)! "Axdx. Cuikukx. 


= en Chalner L Mr. push Lord Provoſt. 
Y RD, 4 
1 i When I reflect on the Profeſſion, publickly made by the Lawyers for 
_ © the Procurator-Fi iſcal of this City, touching the Purpoſe or Deſign of 
© his Proſecution again inſt me for the Publication of the Hiſtorical 2 
1 45 the City's 3 on Ale, &c. and compare it with what I had wrote 

and ſaid, 1 before and after the commencing. of that Proſecution, I 
cannot thinking that the Commencement has been owing to ſome 
© miſtaken . — tions in the Body of the Council, as to m ntention 
* or Deſign in n Publication, and an Opinion that I would not give 
Satis faction as to That; and I am perſuaded, that, if the Proſecution. is 
* continued, it will be owing to my not being able to procure the Belief 
* neceſſary 5 rectifying thoſe Miſtakes, and altering that Opinion. | 
I knew nothing in e with Regard to the Management of that 
© Duty ſince the 1716. before the BY Ap lication was made to Parlia- 
* ment for Renewal of the Grant:. 9 thereafter to know any 
thing about it, your Lordſhip 15 ; you alſo know, that every Pro- 
— for Delay, till the n be deliberated upon, N 
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© Kinig toward the End I had in View, but | 
Vat the N na 84 290 ut n ck 260% ©. I. 
I can't know what might be Bxed ur r Conſtruction or Pre- 
5 ſumption, as to my i In, 1 ** of, p publiſhing the 
x H orical Account ; by Pr fore, 15 00 BO hk Whom I . 5 
: c the Subject, before 5 blenden, ein Wl Thad'aji pack! 
1 tion in it, 11 1 e york e conitrary Fu 
it is vain for me to. repeat my own * Profeſſions, 9 71. Will again 
* ſay and declare, That 1 mieant not to Hurt the Credit, of 0 Is 
U Intereſt, of the City, nor to injure the Reputation, or me, | 
550 any | icular Per N den in 0 Manage ent of ts Reve- 
nue; That my ſole Intention was to have the Rene Hof the Grant 
f put upon a juſt and fair Repreſeptation of the State of the paſt A 
and attended with ſome Regulations which I apprehietided to be neceſ- 
* "ary for ſecuring the right Application of the Duty, and rendering the 
* Grant more beneficial to the City in Time coming. 
As to the Facts aſſerted in the Hi/forical Account; your Lordfhip | 
| knows, that, immediately after the Publication, upon hearing that it 
* was faid that ſome of them were falſe, I offered, on being ſhewn that, 
© to retrat publickly; ever ſince that Time, i it ton been my Deſire, and 
* fill it is my Wiſh and Deſire, that the Fa&s ſhould be Fairly und tho- 
* roughly examined. into ; and, as I apprehend, that ſuch Examination can 
4 be made (to as good Purpoſe at leaſt as before a Court) by the Inter- 
' 23 Gentlemen of Reputation, for Integrit 0 and 8 beyond 
Exception, and to be named by the Town-Council, five or more in 
© Number, ſo I am willing to acquieke in the Repo uch Perſons, as 
is the Fade, to be jultified to the World, if it "Ib report,” That the 
© Fats advanced in the Hiſtory are true, and to make any Reparation ; 
c which can, in Reaſon, be aſked of me, if they find it otherwiſe. d 
I hope this may ſatisfy as to my Intention in what is paſt; and tend 
to put an End to all litigious or adverſary Proceedings _ the fature 
: 8 will be very agreeable to me): And if your Lor thinks pro- 
to communicate this to the Council, or any other erſops, for 
gin that about, you are at full Liberty to do O. 1 am, 
ſy Lord, Your Lordſhip's. moſt humble Servant, . _ 
"Riad, 11. June, 07 Ty An. chu, 


N Cover, Addreſs, To the Right 3 the Lord Provdſtief 
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wenne Khor U, Gait to ty of the e 
Examiners, after the Report was given in to the Council, 
a the PAPER he Jad: prepared. to, 8 before em all. 


15 Had it on 1 fied pretty fare Hands This on N 

lately made by you and others to the Town-Coundll, the Proſecution 

5 bes ” * to be revived, and, That Lawyers are immediately, or hon, 
©'to adviſe _— 

he legal Conſequences, with reſpect to myſelf. give me no Uneaſi- 


* nels — but 1 ſhould be ſorry to be e (chough innocently) the 


« Cauſe of a further Waſte of the Community's Money, or to be 
brought under the Neceſſity of ſaying any Thing in publick which 
* might ſcem, in the ſmalleſt Degree, to touch upon you, * any of the 
other Gentlemen Reporters: I think you have wronged me in ſome 
© Particulars, but, as I am ſure your doing ſo can have proceeded from 
nothing but Miſtake, either through Non- attention to what was my ſole 
Point in the Reference, or through my not having explained fully e- 
„ nough ſome other Matters, becauſe ' not in the Top- Conf. 8 
Condeſcendance, or not inſiſted on as material while I was before 
* you, I cannot doubt of the Willingneſs of you and the other Gentle- 
men yet to make Rectification, where I ſhall clearly and inſtantly, 
* ſhew you that you have erred, as to my perſonal Concern 
I therefore give you this Trouble to intreat, that vou, would 
* ſuggeſt to the proper Hand, or Perſon, the Impropriety of the Councils 
taking any Step on this Report, till you, and the other Gentlemen mak- 
ing it, have conſidered a few Remarks which I propoſe to offer to 
* yourſelves upon it, and have ſigriſied whether theſe have induced you 
« do vary in any Reſpect from the Report already given in: If this Mo- 
tion is made, and prevails for a Stay of Procedure, I ſhall not give you 
much Trouble, nor keep you long in Suſpenſe as to what I point at, 
* and Ern prevent Conſequences that will be to me more diſ- 
Al | _ © agrecable 
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aw I R. . 31. . 1753. about Four ftermn 
© My writing e you, and another in like Terms to Mr. 
* 1 is in Conſequence of the Advice of ſome of my beſt 
© Friends; on ſhewing your Report, and giving verbally ſome Obſerves 
© of mine on it. I deſigned to have been the Bearer to both of you my- 
'* ſelf; to the end I might have explained a little what I complain of; but, 
28 I find it impoſſible to command the requiſite Time this Afternoon, 
+. and it might perhaps be out of Time To-morrow, I hope youll on 
I * cule me, and take this in good Part. The Propoſition coming 

one of yu can't_miſs of Succeſs for one Council-Day. Fr 

« A; ou ſhould all be adviſed, might render it improper. to be at all 
4 3 It may land in Good, it can do no ill; but do in it as you 
; * fittin . f J am, at 
Francis Far as was wrote to in hone? Word, ** 

222 the Nane r. 


4 ea Ss George Chalmers W Barwall Francis Aria 0 | 
0 „ and james Spence, Examiners in the Matter after = | 
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. | tioned, nominated by the Fan Council of Edinburgh. 


- GENTLEMEN, | 
q be Publication of my EH; — n of the City of Zane We 
Duty on Ale, and icke Management of i, without attaining the End 
for which, and for which alone, it was honeſtly intended, has given Riſe 
to, of been the Cauſe of, many Things, (in — of which — ſcarce 
expect to be believed, when 1 ſhall, if ever I do, ſet them before the 
World)" but none of them has occaſioned ſo much Surpriſe to me, as the 
RN that Affair lately given in by you to the Town- Council. 
It was my hard Fortune that the Purpoſes of this Publication were miſ- 
underſtood: I fer forth former Errors, only to the End, that, in Time to 
come, they might be avoided, and that — publick Money 3 tbe ex- 
according to the Syſtem deviſed by the Legiſlature; but N 


Pecan in a great Meaſure, diſappointed my upright Intentions; and 
What I hoped might have landed in ſomething uſeful to my Fellow-Cir- 


— 


n a and perſonal Invective. 
0 | Immediately 


C33) 

* Immediately upon Publication of this Pamphlet, Mr. Drummond, then 
Provoſt of this City, affirmed (J am ſorry to ſay it) not only in common 
Converſation, but to particular Noblemen and Gentlemen whoſe Eſteem I 
highly valued, That it was altogether founded on wilful Miſrepreſentations 
of Fact: This Charge, had it been ſupported by proper Evidence, could not 
but have rendered me hateful to the whole City, and unworthy of the 
Friendſhip of every good Man. It was no Wonder, therefore, that I was 
extremely anxious to have the Truth, as to the Fact, properly and fairly 
aſcertained; and, having been refuſed all Means of Satisfaction im a private 
Way, though I recently applied to Mr. Drummond for that Purpoſe, with 
a Promiſe to certify the real Truth, in Oppoſition: to what I had ſaid, if I 
was ſhewn that they differed, I did what lay in my Power to provoke a 
judicial Diſquiſition, by re- aſſerting and maintaining, on every Occaſion, 
the Truth of every Thing I had aſſerted as Fact in the Hiforical Accbunt. 

Mr. Drummond, being thus importuned by me, got a Memorial framed, 
ſtating Facts, and quoting Clauſes in the Laws, relative to this Matter, with 
leſs Candour, at aſt, than might have been wiſhed, and concealing it 
moſt carefully from the Sight of the only Man who would have been at 
the Pains fully to ſet forth the Facts, (though it was printed and ſhewn to 

many others). He induced the Council to adviſe 12, 15 or 16 Gentlemen 
of great Eminence in the Law upon this Queſtion, © If an Action lay 
* againſt the Author of the Hiſtorical Account, as guilty of publiſhing a 
© defamatory Libel.” It is no Wonder that the Anſwer was in the Affir- 
mative, ſappoſita factorum veritate And as certain, I think, that it 
muſt have been in the Negative, had the full and real State of the Facts, 
and of the Law, been ſet forth. . | | | 

Advice being thus got, That Action lay, it will not ſurely be believed, that 
an unprejudiced Diſquiſition into the Fads could be intended, when that 
Action was brought, before the Perſons who were in the very Indictment ſaid 
to be defamed, and who were preſent with the Lawyers when the principal 
Point that muſt have come in Iſſue on a Tryal was adviſed and determined 
againſt the Party accuſed, without hearing or knowing what he had to ſay 
in Way of Defence; and the impartial World will never think, That my 
declining theſe Perſons as my Judges, betrayed any Unwillingneſs in me 
to have the Merits of the Cauſe tried, with all Speed; in a fair and open 
Manner: At the ſame Time that I declined them as judges, in order to 
having the Cauſe removed from them to the Lords of Seſſion, I declared 
myſelf ready to join Iſſue apan the Truth or Falſehood £4 every, all, or 
any of the material AMſertiont in Fad, contained in the Hiſtorical Account, 


either before their Lordſhips in a _— Way, or before any Number of 
ene . | good 
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atid-qualified Burgeſſes, who bad nerer born Office in the Councils 
ded Bag, wo "And, n 0 Novot®. 
When Provoſt Drummond was pleaſed, — this Propoſal 
from me for ſix Weeks, to make it his own Propoſal, by a Letter to the 
then Conveener, which the Conveener put into my Hands; I inſtantly 
agreed to it, though it took five or ſix Days to put the Terms into Writing, 
as may . in the e e eee 
the 7th June 175 2. : 
What was aſk d "of, We to, me, was, That I ſhould db, ian L 
had been doing conſtantly for more than four Months before, 5. e. Sig- 
. * nify my Sollicitude to have the Fas T had aſſerted in the Hiſtory 
6 — — examined into, by Gentlemen of eſtabliſhed R for 
Integrity and Skill, my Willingneſs to acquieſce in their Report in Rela- 
tion to them, to be juſtified to the World, if theſe Gentlemen reported, 
That the Fadi ] had advanced were true, and to make any Reparation 
© that could, in Reaſon, be aſked of me, of they found them otherwiſe. I did 
; 2 J left the Nomination of the Gentlemen, who were to examine and 
| to the Town-Councll itſelf, and they named you five: And as I 
had, by my Letter to Provoſt Dranowend, put my Juſtification or Condem- 
nation with the World upon the Report to have been made by you of 
the Truth or Falſhood of the Fachs aſſerted by me in the Hiſtorical Ac- 
caunt, and upon that Point alone, ſo the Council was pleaſed to recom- 
mend to you, to examine the Fache contained in the Hi ftorical Account, 
*..arid to compare the ſame with the Books of the Overſeers of the Ale- 
* Duty, the Minutes of Council relative to that Subject, and Accompts of 
the Produce and Application of that Branch of 4 City's Revenue ari{- 
ing from the new Gift, kept by the City's Accomptant, and to. report 
your Opinion to the Council upon the whole. : 
You: know, That you met for the firſt Time on the 3d of July „. 
and I doubt not, — you will all remember, That the only Point treated 
of as that which was to be inveſtigated was, The Truth or Falſhood of my 
. Aſertions in Relation to Facti, and that the Queſtion toſſed among you 
for ſome Lime was, Whether I ſhould be ordered to point out and ſet 
forth the Evidence for every Fact J aſſerted, as was then inſiſted on by 
thoſe appearing againſt me, or, The Council ſhould be put to ſet — 
the particular Facts which they ſaid were falſe? which ſome of you 
inclined to of yourſelves; and, That, to fave all Debate and Delays, I 1 
offered. furthwith to vouch every one of the Facts by me aſſerted. 
However, you were pleaſed to direct that the Council ſhould give in a 
Liſt of a// the Particulars which they apprehended to be wrong in the 
. Hiftorical 12 8 8 and that I ſhould anſwer it when given in. 3 


tink 


„I chink W to ſay, that no Man oreſent underſinod che. 
Words Particulars wrong, here uled, as ſignifying any thing other, or elfe, 
than particular Aſertions, falſe in Fack. I am ſure it was in that Senſe. 
only that I underſtood them; and one of you, Gentlemen, will ſurely, 
if bis Memory ſerves him, atteſt, * That, on geving the Coundil's Lk. 
and obſerving, chidaheroms not one Aſſertion of mine in Fact ſo much 

as alledged to be falſe or wrong, I gave him the Trouble of 
it, and aſked his Opinion how far 1 ſhould at all make any Anſwer to 
it, ſince I had come under no Obligation to ſubject the Redttade or Er- 
roneouſneſs of my Opinions or Inferences to your Cogniſance, and inclined, 
not at that Time to enter on defending them, or oppoſing any contrary O- 
pinion which might be given; and it was only in Complyance with his 
Opinion given me, that I at all entered on the laborious: Faſk, which was, 
for anſwering the whole of the Condeſcendance as it ſtood, and 
— 2 _ Days cloſe Application to 2 Books, 175 Joy 
wer W on the 3oth' of July 1752. and lodge 
with the Gentleman named Clerk by you. on | 

In that Paper I went through the Condeſcendance as it was laid againſt. 
_— rongs in my Opinions (ſpeaking as modeſtly as poſſible on thoſe which 

could not find any Reaſon for giving up) and I took Notice of, and” 
—.— all the Facts on which they were founded, and to ſhow that. 
it was only the eſtabliſhing whether thoſe Fade were: or were, not true 
that I conſidered as my Concern, I, after running over them all, ſet forth, 
That, after going through all che Books concerning the. Management 
* of the Duty on Ale, from the 1717 to A arch 1751, I could not dif 
0 cover that I had ſo much as erred in the ſmalleſt. ſotta as to any Aſſer - 
tion in Point of Fact in my Hiſtorical Account in all. that Time, except 
* as to two Particulars of no Importance whatever ( 9 which had not been. 
hinted at, in the Condeſcendance, as Wrongs in me, but which. I had diſcove- 
red myſelf.” And, in the cloſing Paragraph of my Paper, I aid, *'Thar with. 
regard to Matters of Opinion, I was reſolved to give myſelf no further, 
* Concern; That I was not at all anxious what you did on that Point, nor 
© how long you ſhould keep, it in Dependence, if the Council inſiſted on 
* your laying any Thing upon it; but, I hat, as my Juſtification or Con- 

$ *: deinnation with the World. in reſpect to my moral Character, de 

on the Iſſue of your Declaration, touching the. Truth or Falſhood-of the. 
! 24 ads. aſſerted in the Hi/torical Account, I hoped you would ſpeedily, 

proceed to give ſuch Declaration on that Point as to you ſhould. ſeem. 

J * Confident as I was, Tha that Declaration muſt have been, I hat all 


1:17 and: 
©: bee them Line 4. Page 22. of Anſuersto the Condelendance, e 


ane ee ef the Path I ad afferted ( 
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with reſpect to: the 

tod Tier above hinted at) were true, or, at leaſt," chat the Council had 
riot proved, not even inſiſted or attempted to prove,” That ary one of them 
5 1 Idi not, I never could; ſee a Reaſon Why the giving ſucir 


Jl a8 fould have been delayed till yo Had Leifure to ſearch . into 
alen of Books, and wake up u Report for juſtifying the Manage- | 


1 tc endure 4 Mile longer the cruel Reflexions on my Character, 
ich Were even ſaid (though falſly ſaid) to have been then oriſed by 
the Proceedings r yu wo ALPLOSNGT 
1 Vs, After this, called to two of your Meetings, at which nothing ma- 
terial das doe, lb far as J can remember, or as appears from your Ni- 
tee: The Things which ock with you; as T'took it, or retarded the 
Concluſton, Were fuch as concerned the Fuſtification of what was done 
I declared, That I would not meddle with that Point more than I had 
done; and, in ſhort, I tead over and over the Parts above quoted of my 
Anſwers, as all that needed be —— — ſay before 
oy. that is, On the Point as to which alone 1 had agreed to acquieſce in 
dur Declaration. e Lr. a en at t ct 
The laſt of "theſe Meetings was on the 20th of December 1752. and 
you know that I never once heard from any one of you what you were 
A doing, or What was done, till the 2 5th July 1753. that your Clerk 
delivered' me*a Copy of a Report ſigned by you all, and that Day given 
in tO the Council. 8 ane eit ie s 153) Ont Nrn. . 
hae been obliged to make this Detail of my Behaviour in the Affair 
a eng "+6 refreſh your Memories, as to che Point before you, in which 
Ttoock, of lobked upon myſelf as having, any Concern. This ſeems en- 
drely to have eſeaped yon in your laſt ſeven Months Proceedings, fince I 
cannot find one Word directiy applying to it in any one of the nineteen 
Pages of your Report, and that prix2ipally obliges me thus to complain 
of to ourſelves. © OM ty FO PIT LU TIONS LT: 1 
Tou have deen pleaſed; as the cloſing Stroke of your Opinions in fa- - 
„Hur of the Adminiſtration, to ſay, That, in general, you have ſeen no- 
thing from the Books that gives Feundation' for the Reflexions, in the 
«- Eftorical Attvurt, upon the Council and Overſcers for their Actions 
and Management of the Two-penniy Duty. Jam willing to conſtruc 
nd! hope ybu mean) this as importing a Confeſſion, That every Thing 
Aſlerted in the H orica ] Account, as from the Books, was really in them, 
and ttuly {er farth, tho';in'yout Opinions, they gave no Foundation for 
«fe Obſcrrations, Inferences or Concluſions drawn from them in the 
n þ „ * Lee 82 Pamphlet. 
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Pamphlet. The Words will bear This; and, if I was ſure That every Body 


would take them in this Senſe, I ſhould reſt ſatisfied ; but, as they may 
poſlibly be interpreted as importing an Affirmation from you, That there 
is nothing in the Books giving Foundation for the Fats aſſerted, I muſt 
beg Leave to inſiſt for your own Explanation. 
he Point certainly at Iſſue before you, between my Accuſers and me, 
was this, Whether the Fa&#s aſſerted by me in the Hiſtorical Account were 
true or falſe, that is, warranted or not warranted from the Books by which J 
erted that they were warranted ; and, When 1 had put my Character, my 
uſtification or Condemnation in point of Character, with the World, up- 
on your Declaration as to that ale and you had tried the Iſſue, I think 
T had Right to expect a moſt poſitive and clear Declaration on one Side 
or other with reſpect to it, diſtin and ſeparate from, not blended with, 
Opinions of Opinions formed on, or Inferences drawn from, the Facts. 
With regard to what I ſet forth, as having paſt, or been faid, before the 
Year 1717, that is, in the Proceſs 1710; I aſſerted nothing, but That 
the Liti in it affirmed or alledged fo and fo.” And I proved that 
they did fo, not only by Production of the printed Paper (which I owned 
was my only Authority at the Time I wrote the Hiftorical Account) but 
alſo by informing you, That that Proceſs being thereafter, with much 
Pains and Labour, diſcovered it was at Command, if requiſite, and that 
that printed Paper was authenticated as a Part of it, and lying witlf the 
other Warrants. And, ; 
With regard to every Particular in Fact gere by me from the two 
Books of Sederunt of the Overſeers, I offered, at your firſt Meeting, as I 
have faid, to turn up the Page from which it was taten; and when J had, 
in conſequence of your Order, ſeen theſe two Books again, and gone 
through them, and many other Books (given me as All, and verily believed 
by me to be Al) that concern this Revenue from the 1717 to the 1751, 
J ſet forth, and ſaid, That I could not diſcover that I had fo much as 
© erred in the ſmalleſt Jotta, as to any Aſertion in point of Fad, in all that 
Time, excepting in two Trifles, as already mentioned.“ 2 
| Whether you did take the Trouble to peruſe the Books, and try whe- 
ther this my general Re-affirmation or Re- aſſertion of the Truth of the 
Facts was fully verified and ſupported by them, I do not know; and there- 
fore know not whether you can declare poſitively, 'T hat they did all ap- 
to you to be : But this, if I am not entirely miſtaken, you 
can declare, That I offered before you to prove every ore of them from the 
Books, and that the Council did not diſprove or falſify any one of them, 
nay, nor offer nor pretend to do it. - In ſhort, I apprehend, that 2 
| D ight 


% 


80 
Right, from the Part you undertook in this Matter, to expect that you will 
declare yourſelyes explicitely, in general, or in Particulars exhauſting the 
general, Whether I have or have not ſatisfied you of the Truth of all the 
5 ats aſſerted in the Hiftorical Account, or whether the Council : has, or 
2 not, falſified or diſproven any one of them? And I hope you will do 


In the laſt and cloſing Part of your Report, you have been pleaſed to 
ſet forth certain Declarations and Acknowledgments of mine, and to give 
it as your Opinion, That, in reſpe& thereof, the Wrongs and Injuries 
* complained of in the Council's Condeſcendance are, in ſome Meaſure, leſ- 
ſened and extenuated. But I cannot find out That you had any Thing 
to do with this Point: The Council did not recommend to you to conſider 
any Thing but Fa&s concerning the Produce aud Application of the Duty 
on Ale, and I do not think that I ever gave you Commiſſion to make a- 
ny Apologies for me. ds its Ez . { „ 
It is true, That, being charged with Malice and ill Intention in the 
Publication of the Hiſlorical Account, with publiſhing it wantonly, too 
* haſtily, or without taking Time for Enquiries and Re- ſearches, which 
might have prevented my ſtating ſeveral Particulars, of bad Appearance, 
in a dubious or hypothetical View, and with obſtinately refuſing to do 
any Thing for caring up theſe Particulars of monte Sc.“ I thought 
it incumbent on me to clear myſelf to you, as Gentlemen whoſe good O- 
pinion I have a Value for, of the Weight of theſe Charges, as they were 
abſolutely groundleſs in themſelves, but I had no Notion that any Thing 
relative to this Point was to enter your Report: Had I ſeen, it before it 
was lodged in the Hands of the Council, I would have inſiſted with you 
to take no Notice at all of theſe 'Things ; and, if you ſhould not have 
gratified me in this, I would then have inſiſted, That you ſhould have ſet | 
them forth in their full and proper Light, in my own Manner and Words. 
Jou muſt then have ſet forth, | we 
That, in my Anſwers given in before you, I had faid, not only, That 
I had no evil or malicious View in the Publication, and that the only 
Thing I had.in View was to engage the Attention of. thoſe who had it 
in their Power, and make them call for a juſt and fair State of the paſt 
Management and Accompts, as the proper Foundation to go on for 
rendering the Act propoſed truly beneficial to the City for the Time to 
come; but alſo, That the Publication was forced from me, by the 
repeated Refuſals of Proyoſt Drummond to hearken to any Pr of the 
_ © ſhorteſt Delay in puſhing the Petition then depending in Parliament,” [a 
| Petition for an A to commence only in the Year 22 * for dcliberating 


1990 
2 on Alterations; That, if there were any Inaccuracies or Slips in the He- 
« ry, they took their Riſe from the Hurry with which the Operations for 
obtaining that Act were carried on; That, if any Particulars ſtated in the 
«- Hi/tory, of ill Appearance, as on the Face of the Sederunt-Books of the 
Overſeers, could have been cleared from other Books, its not being done, 
was owing to Provoſt Drummond's having taken thoſe other Books out 
of the Poſſeſſion of the proper Officer, fo that I could not get them 
« when I called for them; and, That when, on the third or fourth Day af- 
tet the Publication, I heard that Mr. Drummond had repreſented the 
« Hiſtorical Account as falſe in ſome Fact, or Facts, I inſtantly ſignified 
to him, then the Provoſt of the City, That, on being ſatisfied that any 
„one Thing was falſe, or erroneous in Fact, I would own it publickly; 
but — That no Satisfaction of this Kind was ever offered me. You. 
muſt alſo have ſet forth, | N 
That, when theſe Points of Fact ſeemed to be denied, I appealed, for 
Proof of them, to Letters of mine to Provoſt Drummond, as in his own 
Hand, and that ſeverals, relative to this Matter, being produced (/, it ap- 
peared from them, That I had the firſt Notice of the Deſign of petitio- 
ning at that Time for ſuch an Act of Parliament only on the 6th of 
Januar) 1752; by Accident, and after the Petition, and a Draught of the 
Bill, had been ſent off for London. That I even then aſſured the Provoſt, 
That I did not incline to oppoſe the Bill, as being ſenfible that it was 
+ abſohitely neceſſary for the very Being and Subſiſtence of the City. 
That, writing to him on the 17th, when the Votes of the Houſe of Com- 
mons informed me, that the Petition for the Bill had been prefented there on 
the;10th, after expreſſing my Regrete at the taking that Step fo: haſtily, I 
expreſt myſelf thus, But, ſince that Step is taken, I ſhould be ſorry, 
as I think every Man who has the ſmalleſt good Wiſh towards the City 
* ſhould be, that it was not carried through this Seffion : All I have to 
* wiſh for now is, that the Act may be made a good one for the City, which 
'* do not think it entirely is, on your Plan — Ir might perhaps anſwer 
your own Intention and wiſh, im the beſt baer Me you would not 
* hurry quite ſo faſt, but allow ſome reaſonable Time for Satisfactien, &c.” 
That, on the 21ſt ditto, I wrote Provoſt Drummond, ſignifying, © That 
Mr. Alexander Chalmers had told me, that the Books relating to the 
'* Two-pennies on the Pint of Ale” (i. e. the Books, other than the two 
Sederunt-Books of the Overſeers: which I had from James Pinkerton? 
by the Provoſt's Order) © were not in his (Mr. Chatmersr's) Hands, but 
in his (Provoſt Drummond's) and that he ſignified a Shyneſs of letting 
me look into them, though he had had them, without a written Order 


* 
* 


aud 


( See them ſub joined. 
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and therefore g it as a Favour, he (the Provo) would 
OED eee oratory . Chalmers as 
rr he deſired. . 


before the printing off of the Hiſtorira ! Account, and when it had — 
but two, or at molt three, Days publiſhed here, thaw bicswrow Tap Lets 
ter, of the 3 iſt of January 1752. ſet forth in your 
© know, from the Provoſt himſelf, what were the two or rao; fu | 
- ©'riculars, in the Hiſtorical Account, in which he had been ſaying, to ſundry 
Folks, that I had erred, or falſified in Fact, and promiſing, that, if it was 
4 ſo, he ſhould have my own Certificate chereupon, Oc. And, in fine, my 
Lener of the 11th of 7455 17 52. alſo taken Notice of by you, as to 
one P only, is full and —— on this Head (i); Ps after men- 
tioning fal of the ee already mentioned herein, it ſays, It 
is evident from what followed, that I had no Mean. left for obtain- 
*ing Aſſiſtance towards the End, J had in view, but that Publication at 
the Time when I made it.“ And afterwards ſets forth that End, in 
thele Words, My ſole Intention was to have the Renewal of the Grant 
put upon a juſt and fair Repreſentation of the State of the paſt Ac- 
+ compts, and attended with ſome Regulations, which I apprehended to 
be neceſſary for ſecuring the right Application of the Duty, and ren- 
4, me Grant more Teneficial to the City in Lime coming.” 

L humbly apprehend, ought all to have been ſer forth up- 
on _ ry rg you choſe to meddle with it, as they were authentical- 
ly before you; and if a Note I ſent, the Day after laſt Meeting 1 had with 
you, to that one of your Number. to whom it was remitted to draw up 

was 33 it ſhould alſo have been noticed, That Fſhew- 

$4 by Appeal to the Votes of the Houſe of Commons, that the Bill was 
* patcher on the 6th February 17 5. that is, within Twenty ſeven Days 
Petition for it was preſented, within Fourteen Days after it was 

brought in, within Twelve Days after the firſt Copies of the Hiſtorical 
Account were put in to the Poſt-Office in Scotland for London, and 
conſequently within Seven Days after their being in London. If the 
Note was not delivered, there is no Fault charged, but till it is fit, that 
that Fact be now . as it alſo is; to ſet fürth what I now aſſure 
you of, viz. That, ſo far as I can recolle& or find out, I never heard of 
© Provoſt Drummond's having returned the Books I wanted, till he himſelf 
74 * told me fo, when I, with others, waited on him, to ſhew him a' Petiti- 
on, relative to the Bill, intended to have been preſented to Parliament, 
on Behalf of the Poor of the Weſt-Kirk Pariſh, (which I am able to 
prove was on Saturday the 2 th January 1752.) That I then told the 
* Provoſt, * was out of Time now to offer me the _ for they could. 


© be 


(i) See it above at length, 


X # » hw | 
© be of no Uſe to me; and, as I had before deſpaired of getting theſe 
Helps, and ſaw I had no Time to loſe, I had cauſed ſet the Hi/torical 
Fecount at the Preſs, and; Eighteen Copies were caſt off, and ſent 
to Members of Parliament, one of which to the Member for the City 
in particular. I fay, It is fit That theſe Things ſhould be ſer forth, 
as coming from me, to the End that, from them, and the other Parti- 
culars aforeſaid, every one may judge for himſelf, whether my Anſwers 
to theſe Charges of Malice, unneceſſary Precipitation, Or. are founded 
on the real Circumſtances of the Caſe as at the Time, or deviſed ex pt 
facto, to ſcreen me from the Conſequences of a Proſecution. 4 
With regard to my other Acknowledgments, which you have been ſo 
good as to ſet forth, as tending to extenuate my Guilt, I wiſh you had 
* my own Words on every one of them; but I ſhall only notice one 
hing here, viz. That the Many Particulars, as to which I ſeriouſly 
declared, That I had got Clearance from the Books ſhewn to me by your 
Order, and which I had not ſeen at publiſhing the Hiſtory, are, and are 
mentioned to be, ſuch as were ſtated therein in a dubious Way ; for, I 
muſt always repeat it, I never ſaw any Thing in any Book to fatisfy me, 
that any particular in Fact, which I had aſſerted, was otherwiſe than as 
I aſſerted it to be, except as before excepted (&). 
Having thus got through what I had to obſerve on your Generals, I 
will endeavour to be very ſhort as to your Particulars on the eight Articles 
of the Condeſendance. And, | 
With reſpect to the firſt—Becauſe in the Hiſtorical Account I had faid, 
That it appeared, that the Ale-Duty was lett for fifteen Years, pre- 
* ceding Auguſt 1710. at ſuch a Sum, you make a State from the City's 
Books. of the Tack-Duties for theſe fifteen Years, and the Deductions 
given out of them for two Purpoſes, 1/7. to ſhew, That the Medium on 
them was not ſo much as the Sum mentioned in the Hiſtory ; And, 24h. 
to ſhew, That the Sums allowed out of THEM were not 14580 L. 1 s. 
11 d. but only. 10580 L. 1's. 11d. But, when you put yourſelves 
to all this Trouble, it has ſurely: eſcaped your Notice, That it was made 
| 9 appear 


(That Part of the Anſwers, which relates to the Satisfaction I had got touching the Ac» 
compts being kept in a regular annual Chain, has theſe Words in the Perſon of the Author of 
the Hiſtory as Reſpondent, (after declaring, That he would be very glad to ſee the Adminiſtration 
cleared) © And, upon this general Head, it appears to him, That the Council has an eaſy Me- 
© thod of ſatisfying every Man, how far the Regulations of the Law, touching the annual Appli- 
© cation of the Fund, have been really obſeryed ; and that is, By EXH#1B1TING IN ONE Visw, 
© that Chain of annual Accompts which the Reſpondent has now ſeen recorded, &c.” Whether the 
doing of that would not have tended more to give that Satisfaction to others, which I had recei+ 
ved, than telling them that I was ſatisfied that the Accompts were regularly kept? I leave to 


Conſideration, 


* * 
i ;4 
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ity 


Pieces; but ſome of the Things I am now to mention, being repreſented, 


tu) 
Dy my giving you the printed Paper at in the A. 
By ay gh 2 End of July 2 Tone! dg : 
the then Magiſtrates Scheme, in Proceſs figned = 
Dickſon Recomptant, That it was a — tn in me to- e the 
computed on, the fiftsen Years preceeding Aaguſt 1710 ; 
were, oh the e Paper, the fin fifteen Years of th 
. chat is, per the ſigned Scheme, the fifteen Years from 
693 60 Th uly 1708; and fo, the 14580 L. 1 5. 114d. was 
geen down. on the fifteen Years truly meant, and explained to have 
cant, according to the ſhowing of your Report, and the real Fact: 
had: owned, That it was Scots Money, rot Sterling, before you had 
to look into any Book or Paper about it. And, if you did not 
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the Reaſon for its bing ot dome in the Way it was ſet down, would 
have at yeaſt, ſhould have aid, Whether there appear- 
ed'any Deſi n in chat? and, Wpecher it had any Influence on any after- 
Parr of the Pamphlet, or any Computation Whadowee was founded on it? 
With refpe&'to the ſecond Article—You | ar it as your Opinion, up- 
on Compariſon of certain Computations, That, inſtead of Lofs, the City 
'* had more Benefit by the Agreement with Sir Wilkam Johnſton, for the 
© laſt thirteen Years, than it had by the former fifteen Tears. I have not 
fo much as Jaid, * That any of the then Litigants alledged or affirmed the 
© contrary of this; nor can 481 find © that they ever did.” Neither have I any 
where affirmed one Word in Relation to this whole Story 1710; But, that 
the then Litigants affirmed or alledged fo and ſo; and I have proved, That 


0 and fo they did affirm and alledge.— But, 


Tou give it as your Opinion, That I, before publiſhing my Pamphlet, 


ſhould have looked into the Proceſs ieſelf, to have feen what the Coun- 


© cit had faid on their Side, and not relied wholly upon what was aſſerted 
by the other Party.” And you affirm, © That, f F had fo looked, I 
© would have ſeen a printed Scheme for the Council, demonſtrating the 
© contrary of what was afferted in the Scheme given in againſt N and 
mould have ſeen the Lords Interlocutor, of 27th July i711, juſtifying 


he Conduct of the Magiſtrates. ' 


This, Gentlemen, implics a Charge of ſuch a Nature as, I beg Leave 
wo fay, ought not to have a 06 made againſt any Man, without letting him 
know that it was to be made, and giving him Opportunity to make an An- 
her. I know that it was thrown. out at the firſt of your Meetngs, by a 
Gentleman attending for the Council, That I ſhould have Ze looked into that 


they 


think it incumbent oh you to take Notice of the Account I had ven of 
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they 18 Gf Satisfaction 1 
It was not reſumed in the written Condeſcendance thereafter given in, mod 
did the Council d to fay, That ſuch Things as you mention were 
to be, or red, 0 from r ne 1 could never 
imagine, that ſuch a Charge was to an Arti againſt me in c 
Reer: And now, with reſpect to it, 

1. Had I known where the ces was to be nice in an Houre 
Time, when I was writing the Hiſtorical Account, it would not have en- 
tered into my Head, that it was neceſſary for me to look into it, becauſe 

whatever Noiſe has been made on this « Part of the Hiſtory) I never con 

dered it, or what preceeded it, in any other View than as an Introduction i 
to the Hiſtory of the Management after the 1716. And. 

24ly, Had it been Key oa to deliſt from publiſhin dll 1 could "Tad 
found out this Proceſs, I muſt even have let K alone 45 ether: I neyer 

imagined that I would have Uſe for it, till I een. my Indictment 
on the 23d of March 17 25 then ſet about the finding it out by all the 
Methods I could think of: I can't recollect preciſely it was found, 
but T am pretty ſure that i it was not got when I was ſtanding my Tryal;. 
and, conſidering that it was a Proceſs above 40 Years old, Fo which no- 
Decreet had been given, and of which = was no Part on Record, it it 
was a hundred to one that ever it caſt u 

But now that I have ſeen the Proc L have not been able to find out 
Fug it the Things you ſay I would have feen, if I had looked at it, before 
publiſhing my Pamphlet. I ſee indeed two Schemes, by which the Liti- 

ts againſt the Council pretended: to demonſtrate, That Sir William. 

ohnſton had, by his Bargain, the great Sums of 121410 L. or 108639 L. 
| Scots, which the City would have got MORE THAN HE GAVE, if the” 
Tack-Duty had been 16100 L. imputable quarterly, inſtead of his-60000s 
L. imputable yearly, for the thirteen Years. And I ſee a printed Scheme 
for the Council, conſiſting of two Parts, one ſhewing or demonſtrating. 
That thirteen annual Payments of 60000 L. would do what Sir William 
had undertaken to do; and the other ſhewing, That . thirteen Times 
60000 L. was more than had been made of the firſh fifteen Years 
Tack-duties. Theſe are not contrary Propofitions, but entirely 
conſiſtent, as they might have been all three true, or all falſe: And, as 
to the Lords having juſtified the Condudt of the Magiſtrates, by an In- 
terlocutor of 27th July 1711, I find two Interlocutors of this Date, one 
touching a Declinator of one of the Judges, and the other, in theſe: Words, 
Find the Magiſtrates and Town-Council had Power, by the At of 
Parliament, to diſpoſe of the OR of Two-pennies upon the Pint 
1 

of 


of Ale, for the thirteen Years, . otherways than by Tack and publick 
* Roup. That indeed is a Juſtification. of it in one Senſe ; I leave you 
0 judge, whether it be a good one in the Senſe intended (J). 7 
* Wit | Reſpe& unto the third Article I make no Doubt but the Fact 
is as,you. ſtate it from the: City-Books, as to 17464 L. 11.5. 10 d. of the 
17749L. 8s. 44. borrowed in January, February, March and May 
1718: (conſidered by you as Branch firſt of this Article). But, 1 mo. as 
your Order did not extend to thoſe Books, I have not, at this Day, ſeen 
one of them, and ſo could not, in my Anſwers before you, vary from 
what I had ſaid in the Hiſtory, as to this Sum. 249. You leave the Mat- 
ter where. it was, as to the remaining 284 L. 16.s. 5 d.; ſince you do not 
ay, That Credit is given for it in that Scheme, which makes the Two- 
y-Duty Debtor to the City in 6025 L. 135. And, 3aly. if you 
d adverted to the Terms of the Overſeer s Sedernnt, of the 24th June 1718, 
as ſer forth in the Hi/torical Account (m), and as ſtanding in their Book, 
and one of the 29thFuh 1718 (a); you would not have differed in any Re- 
ſpe&t from the Account I give as to theſe Debts, nor ſeen Cauſe to pre- 
ume, that ever the Liſt of theſe Debts was conſidered by the Overſeers, or 
that any Satisfaction was ever given to them thereanent. As to Branch 
ſecond of chis Article, viz. the 11000 L. got for Volmet, you and I a- 
gree exactly in the Repreſentation of the Fact, and I am not to meddle 
With Opinions. And, as to the third Branch, viz. the 7000 L. 8000 L. 
r 10000 L. of the Sums borrowed in amo 1723. of which I could not 
«all | | — 


O Suppoſe that Provoſt Drummond, and ſeyeral other Gentlemen yet alive, were to bei indicted for 
Framing, publiſning, and diſperſing a defamatory or injurious Libel againſt the Magiſtrates of this City 
for the Year 1710, &c. containing falſe, malicious and ſcandalous Repreſentations of their Admi- 
niſtration'of the publick Truſt committed to them by Law, in ſo far as, upon the 8th Day of - 
vember 1721, they cauſed print and publiſh a certain Libel, entitled, &c. and therein had falſly, 
maliciouſly and ſcandalouſly repreſented the Adminiſtration of the Magiſtrates and Councils of 
Edinburgh, from the 1710 downwards till 1716, as deſtructive of the publick Intereſt of the 
City, and more particularly, by aſſerting, That, till the 1716, the City's Money: Matters were 
© under a looſe, or worſe than looſe Adminiſtration ; That a great Part of the Common-Good 
© had been unneceſſarily conſumed in unprofitable Expences; That the Grant of the Duty on 
© Ale had been in the City's Poſſeſſion for ſeventy Years, without leſſening in any Sort its Debts, 
| © and without advancing any publick Work of Value; That thereby, it appeared to Demonſtra- 
tion, that either it had been miſmanaged, or turned into private Pockets, &c,* I ſay, ſuppoſe 
theſe Gentlemen were thus indicted, and they ſhould lay their Defence. on the re-affirming, and 
offering to prove the Facts, Would it be a good Reply, That the Lords of Seffion had given an In- 
terlocutor in the above Terms ? And, Is it not ſurpriſing, That there ſhould. be ſo much 
ado about my accuſing the Magiſtrates of 1710 of Mal-adminiſtration; (though 1 had done ſo) 
in 3 directed by the Gentlemen who thus loaded it the Year 1721717 
() P. 5; and 6. | ; , } 
Ao mentioned in the Hiftcrical Account, P. 7. which, as to the Point here reſerred to, 
contains only a Recommendation to confer further on this Article, and report, * It being of Im- 


*:-portance, and requiring more Time.“ m" WOY | - 


* 


. 1 1 
ſee the Accompt in the Overſeers Sederunt · Books, I had owned in my An- 
ſwers before you, near a Year before your Report, That I was ſatisfied. 
from the other Books, that what was not actually expended of the fore- 


fad ue at the Time when the Overſeers made up the Liſt of 
the principal Sums of the City's Debts, was reſerved as a Fund for 
* paying Annualrents incurred, and the Expences of publick Works for 
the Year then begun, and was accordingly afterwards accompted for. 
And thereby I had myſelf ſhewn, as you juſtly ſay, that no Part of this 
Money was left to the Council to June up, or ſquander away on Pur- 
poſes extraneous from the Truſt of the Overſeers (o). | Ko 
You divide the fourth Article, very naturally and juſtly, into two 

Branches Your. State of the Facts on the firſt Branch agrees exactly 
with mine, ſo far as you go, and, according to it, I admit, That the Ex- 
tent of the Power of Anticipation in the Council aud Overſeers Jointly. ſeems 
to be unlimited ; but I noticed farther, * That a Proviſo was made, That, 
from the Moment the Grant took Place, there ſhould be a certain Sum of 
the capital Debt then due extinguiſhed annually, to wit, 500 L. in each 
- © of the firſt nineteen, and 2000 L. at leaſt, in each of the laſt nineteen -* 
ears. Which I looked on as a virtual Limitation on the Extent of 
the Powers of : Anticipation, as a tacite Direction ſo to uſe theſe; as that 
the Intereſt, of the Borrowings, and the other annual Burdens, ſhould be 
500 L. within the annual Produce. With the Opinions given on the a- 
greed Facts, I meddle not (p). Upon the ſecond Branch of this Article, you 
take theſe Words of mine, Ihe Accompts of the City-Revenue were 
© raked into, as an Affirmation of a Fact; and, in that Senſe, I own it 
was wrong in me to ſay ſo, becauſe I had no proper Authority for it, 
knowing nothing, to this Hour, how the Accompt of the 938L. 9 s. 8 d. 
for Cauſways and Cauſway-Stones was kept among the Accompts of the | 
City- Revenue; but, Seeing it brought into a Report of the Overſeers all 
at once, as a Sum that had been laid out for Cauſway-Stones, and re- 
«- pairing Cauſways, from 1ſt July 1718 to 1ſt Ofober 172, I preſumed. 
that it would take ſome raking into, or rummaging through, theſe four 
Year's Accompts to collect it; and that, I think, is all that any Body 
will infer from my Expreſſion. But, Was that the Thing complain- 
ed of? No; the Complaint was, That it ſhould have been admit- 
4 t ted 


(e) One of the Articles for which theſe Borrowings was made, as ſet forth in the Report, is 
the 1920 L. for Expence of the Ad of Parliament 1723, metioned in P. 14. of the Hiſtory, 
and in P, 23. of my Anſwers to the Condeſcendance, | 

There is another Security againſt any ſuch Anticipation, as the Fund could not anſwer, 
provided by the Act, as I underſtand it, P. 13. of the Hiſtorical Account: How this was avowedly 
eluded and got over, ſee the Papers in the Election-Cauſe 1721. the Hiſtorical Account, P. g. and 
every Bond granted for the borrowed Monies. 


4 


„As Babe vithour ſhewing, or that the laying of it out had 
created a Debt? And, if that was not che Cale, I as 1 
chat che giving it to the Council, was e of the Money 
under the Overſcers Truſt to be diſpoſed of out- with their Controul; I per 
haps and inferred wrongfuliy on the Head, and any Man who 
thinks {o, is welcome for me. I expected, indeed, to have ſeen it certified, 
at leaſt, * That, after the City had thus got the Money back again out of 
$ „ r Duty, it was charged on the Treaſurer, in his Ac- 
5: compts of the Ciry-Revenue ; and; till that be done, I am afraid that 
the Point will appear to reſt juſt where it did by the Hiſtorical At 
-r 0 
Upon the fifth Head, you give a pretty min Dell 0 what was 
. in Relation to the Equivalents for the Extenſion of the Ale Duty o- 
ver the four Pariſhes which ſurround the 'Town, ©To the End, as you ſay, 
That all concerned may fee how openly and equally the Magiſtrates and 
* Council behaved, and that there was no Foundation for reflecting on 
© their Conduct in this Matter.” I wiſh the Detail had been more minute 
in a few Particulars neceſſary for ſhewing that the State I gave of the Facts 
was a juſt one, and then I ſhould have paſt this Article altogether. You'll 
pleaſe, therefore, to obſerve, That I have affirmed, ©* That the ſome Heri- 
© tors, who entred into the firſt Submiſſion, were juſt -e l ve; That it is 
dated the 28th of November '1722 ; That every Thing needful here 
for obtaining the Act of Parliament was finiſhed on the 3 1ſt of Decem- 
; * ber 1722 ; That the Act paſt on the roth of April 1723 ; That the 
mird for others concerned to come in, under the Pain of total 
c Elder, was the 1ſt of May 17233 That the firſt Bond of Arbitra- 
© tiow- cntred into, after the Act paſt, is dated 23d April, and the others 
« the-2 24th, 26th, 29th and 3oth Days of that Month, and 1ſt of May. 
And you will be pleaſed to take Notice of it, if 1 have committet any 
Error in theſe Affir mations, which is all I am concerned about. 
Upon the ſixth Head, you'll be pleaſed to obſerve, That, in my Anſwers 
to the City 's Condeſcendance, given in to your Clerk on the /3oth of 
ub 1752 (a), I had declared, 1 hat I Was folly 4 ſatisfied; from the Books 
I had then got Sight of in conſequence of your Orders, That the Mo- 
* nies, here mentioned as iſſued, had been truly — to pay Burdens on 
* the Ale- Duty when conſigned, and That thay were therefore juſtly and 
1 charged back upon it, when called for. 
pon che ſeventh Head: After a very minute Detail of the Rules ſettled 


Fd. Relation t to the uſwg of the Caſh- Credit eſtabliſhed with theRoyalBank 
in 


. 


P. 3. nee che Had, 


cx) 
is February: 1739; and ging the Plan of the Order whieh the Provoſt 9 
to draw on the Bank, you conclude theDetail with faying, ©'There are o- 
* ther Plans or Forms, and then go on to an Opinion preciſely conform- 
able to what I had myſelf given on that Matter, except in ſo far as you 
ſay, That the Sum 27 3000 L. in this Credit was not put from 
© under the. Controul of the Overſoers: For 9 and ather Reaſons, 
you fay, That all the Reflexions in my Pamphlet, in Relation to the 
* Caſh-Accompt, have no F oundation.” Now, as I did not make one 
Refi carlo Seore-bue cher wie That, by the Means. of this Caſh-- 
Credit, the Overſeers had put it in the Power of the City or Council, 
© at any a ime, to become poſſeſt of 300 L. which the Ale Puty muſt 
© repay, and make good, let the Council diſpoſe of it as it has a Mind, 
* without their (the Overſeers) knowing any Thing of the Matter.” As 
I gave for the Reaſon of my faying fo, * That I 4 not perceive, That 
„de Overſeets bod ay (Berk on che Com, in dr wing out of. 
© the Money, nor, That it was any; Condition in the Aſſignment of the 
Duty made to the Bank, that it ſhould' ſee how the Mon Nabe drawn, 
* was applied,” And, as the Manner in which youll Dok B ends; as con- 
nected with the above quoted Words of the Opinion immediately ſub- 
joined, may bc faid to imply your Affirmation, That ſuch Check, 
or ſuch Condition, lyes in ſome of the Plans or Forms which you have 
omitted to ſer forth ſpecially.” muſt intreat, that you'll be explicitę on 
. this Point, by ſetting forth the Nature of theſe omitted Plans or Fotms, 
or faying, Whether they do, or do not, contain any Thing to the Purpoſe 
in Hand? And I would alſo be glad, that you looked again into the Caſh- 
Accomp, to ſatisfy yourſelves fully in point of Fact, whether, It has been 
uſed for the Behoof of, or in Matters relating wy: the Iyo-pennyrouty/ 
afſenariy.' 2) 

"Your Opinion fubjoined to the eighth Article, info farias it relates to 
the Article, exactly coincides with the Anſwer J gave to it; and the other 
Part of it Eyre dir — — as the firſt and princi- 
pal Head of this my Complaint to you, ſo that I have no more to add, 

but, after begging your Excuſe for putting you to ſo much 'Trouble, Le 
intreat that you would conſider the Cafe as your own, and do as you'd. 
expect I ſhould do by any of you, if our Places were changed, I hat the 
— may know, Whether Lan am that falſe Slanderer which I have been 
eſented to be, or not; or, in other Words, Whether you have diſcouer- 

4 That I have ed any Thing material, in point of. bad; which was 


mit true ? This is what: Lam 5 coticerhed about, minding gory 
ittle 
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Anſwers, 

Were annexed to your 8 and given in alongſt With it, and, That 
50 my Letters exhibited. by Pr ovoſt Drummond, r Hands, 
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SIX LETTERS from ANDREW CHALMER 
0 Provoſt. nps V in e 
Song inn. | 


1 


LI ey Dated ” hama r 1758. 
WIR M. Ln 


Heard, with ſome Surpriſe, ted by Aae this F men; That! a 
Bill, for an Act to * rolong the Grant of Iwo: pennies on the Pint 
«of Ale; was gone up to London, in ſome Form, or with ſome Atteſtation, 
©" purporting it to be agreable to the Sentiments of, or conſented to by, 
the Heritors of this County. I do not think, That the Gentlemen, who 
"0 ©" have given" Countenance to this in fo haſty a Manner, can- anſwer for it 
. to their Conſtituents; and I am confident, that a more open and delibe- 
* rate Method of Procedure would tend more towards procuring the 
© Thing done in an eaſy and right Way. I have an Intereſt in that Bill, 
© which needs, in common with ſome others, to be provided for, in Terms 
Which, I am ſure, could not occur to your Lordſhip, or the Perſon em- 
* ploy ed to draw it up, and I never could have thought that I was not to 
er The Gentlemen who have taken on them to ſignify the Shireꝰs 
Approbation: ſay, They ſigned two Copies, one of which was to ly here 
for Inſpection of their Conſtituents. I called at the City-Clerk's Of- 
* ice, ing found there one of the Clerks, who declared to me, He had it 
not, nor knows any thing of it. I don't chuſe to be going through the 
Serxants in the Office i in "Queſt of it, and therefore give your prey 
om 


: the Trouble of this, to. beg as you would direct me from wh 
may 


0 90 


„ng Tam none of thoſe, if there be any ſueh, that incline N the 
+ Continuation of the Grant, as I am ſenſible that it is abſolutely nece! 
for the very Being and Subſiſtence of the City, nor ſhall ever enter into 
into any ſuch Scheme; but I like to ſee with my own Eyes where I am 
* concerned, and capable to judge I am, G . f 
nm 07 12 "2d. Dated 7th January 1752. 
Mr Loxd, 1 N 
The Note with which you honoured me yeſternight, was not brought 


. 


to my Houle till 11 o'Clock, when I was a- ſleep. Your Lordſhip, on 


a late publick Occaſion, ſeemed to be very well appriſed of what had 
been faid of you, on another which happened about three Years ago, 
but you ſeeni not to know all that was then faid with regard to me, o- 
* therways you had not invited me to dine with you on this, and there- 
fore I hope your Lordſhip will excuſe my declining to do myſelf the 
* Honour (7), which I ſhould otherways think it to be, of waiting upon 
vou in that Shape. ED ue e 

If your Lordſhip has it in your Power, T have now your Promiſe, that 
I ſhall have the Peruſal, and Leave to take a Copy, of the Bill, or have a 
Copy of it made for me, on Payment of Fees. That is the firſt Step to- 
Vvards giving me Satisfaction; without itT can have none, and, perhaps, It 
alone will Fully ſatisfy me. I hope, that ſuch Copy will be afforded me 
* without any Delay, and put in my Power, or Poſſeſſion, before Twelve 
* o'Clock, otherwiſe I muſt be excuſed for complaining in a Meeting of 
5 . ſeveral Gentlemen of the Shire, which J am then to attend, and for 
* doing what I can, by writing to Members of Parliament, to prevent the 
* Bill's having too ſpeedy a Progreſs, or, indeed, any at all, till we have a 
Copy from London, and due Time to conſider of it. ] am, G f 


3d. Dated 17th January 17 52. 
Mv Lokp, | 
II am ſorry to ſee that the Petition is preſented ; but, ſince that St p is 
taken, I ſhould be ſorry (as I think every Man, who has the ſmalleſt good 
Wich toward the City, ſhould be) that it was not carried through this 
* Seſſion. All I have to wiſh for now is, That the A may be made a 
- + good one for the City, which I do not think it entirely is, on your Plan, 

© abſtrat from the We/t-Kirk Story, which, I own, I have alſo at heart, 
I did it notwithſtanding, on his preſſing Intreaty, that and next Days, by which hang 


"> 


ww 


(e 
Wenge Plan that would not hurt the City, nay D heed 


which the r — dhe Matter. 


« ever mention it as mine, 
thought that I approve of it as it ſtands. It might, perhaps, ale) your 
0 * own Intention and Wiſh in the beſt Manner, that you would not hur- 
ry quite ſo faſt, but allow ſome reaſonable Time for getting barhBQion, 

« ad for 9 my We/t-Kirk Plan here. 
wr Thee furniſhed ſome Members with Materials to 7 
298 in the Wheel above, | and am preparing more of the Kind, 


* that you. aps do not think of, nor will know till it is too late, un- 

Wie e e nada. Delay (1), —1 on, Ge. "ad * 
e -4th. Dated 217 January 1752. . | =, 7 
M Lon, > Os 


| I give your Lordſhip this Trouble, at the Deſire, or r upon the 899 
. f geſtion, of Mr. Alexander Chalmers (t), who tells me, That the Books 
* relating to the Two: pennies on the Pint of Ale are not in his Hands, 
© but in your Lordſhips, and ſignifies a Shyneſs of letting me look into 
J + them, though he had them, without a written Order from you 
4 c ol think the Law preſcribes, That theſe Books ſhould ly, and always be, 
5 f blick Office, open and patent to the Inſpection of every Bur- 
kk of] Edinburgh, or Heritor of the Three Lothians, and that I ſhould 
* 1 — be put under the Neceſſity a as a Favour, the Permiſſion of 
: looking ir into them: However, I do aſl it in that Shape, and hope your 
6 aa ag will put the Books into the Hands of the proper Officer, and 
« mane any Scruple he may have againſt allowing me the InſpeRion of 
; 15 in the Way he deſires. | 
* T ſee mention made in the Regiſters of the V. Kerb Seſſion, tho' 
_ -. in a very indiſtint Manner, of certain Tranſactions between the Town- 
„ Council and them, in Relation to the Poor of the Suburbs, as diſtingui- 
4 : © ſhed from the Poor of their Pariſh, at various Periods, in Note inclo- 
(6 ed I want to look into the Council-Records as to theſe, and, leſt 
5 any Objection ſhould be made by the Keeper of them, I alſo beg the 
1 ; + Favour of your Lordſhip's. Order to obviate that. I am, * 1 
1 G) What this was, and how I behaved about it, will be explained i in Time and Place conve- 
nient, and thence i it will be ſeen, bow tender I was of he ge © $ aeg, or, at leaſt, how I 


- bungled the Matter if I had a Mind to burr it, 
(:) Accomptant to the City, and for the — 


1 
4 
* 

1 
* 
A 

_— ' 
* 

= 

© 
<= 

7 
E 

. * 

1 

1 

. 

+= 

. , 

- 7 
. 
« 4 

— 

* 


— n . 
| ( 3r ) 


| ch. Dated 28th January 177. 1 INT IH 
Mur Lozy, a Res) 
Since ever this Bill of the City's was ſent up, I had not à Letter 
from London, till within this Hour, though ſome were due, in Return 
© to mine, ten Days ago I am now favoured with two, one from a 
* Member, who, on my writing to him, has had Converſation with Mr. 
Ker on the Subject, and tells me, That the Bill came in on. Thurſday 
* laſt, quite altered from what it was when it went from this Place; and, 
That Mr. Ker had promiſed to ſend me a Copy of it that Night, Gr. 
* My other Letter is from Mr. Ker, who, after ſome very general Hints,. 

y 


* 
* 7 30 1 
ELEC. ” 
+» 


adds a Poſſcript, ſignifying, That he had ſent a of the Bill to- 
* your Lordſhip © Which, /ays he, I dare fay, he will ſhow you. 

My Friend, I find, ſecured me of a Copy by expreſs Promiſe, but 
I do not find that performed, unleſs your Lordſhip gives me the Uſe 
of the Copy you have got, and Leave to take a Duplicate of it for 
* myſelf, and for conſidering on it. I hope Mr. Ker has wrote your 
* Lordſhip more explicitely upon the Point of giving me a Copy, and 
* that it will be afforded me before Night, leſt f ſhould: be obliged tos 
* fay, That Terms have not been kept with my Friend. — I am, Oc. 


6th. Dated 31/7 January 1752, 3 Clock. | 
My Lox, . . | 
I ſhall very foon return the Paper, you have, at laſt, favoured me 
with — I ſuppoſe, from the Docquet ſubjomed, that there is no Place 
left for 836 Thing on the Subject, in: your Lordſhip's- 
Reckoning. | 
Mean _ I beg the further Favour-.of knowing, from yourſelf, 
what are the two Paragraphs, or Particulars; in the Eii/torical-Account, 
in. which you have been Going to ſundry: Folks, That the Author has 
erred, or falſified, in Point of Fact; I'll anſwer for him, That, if it be 
ſo, you ſhall have his own. Certificate thereupon, which will always; 


do better, and be better believed, than that of any other Man. 
IJ am, Or. 


R 6 « 


N. B. If ſome Particulars in theſe Letters ſeem to require a Key, it 
lyes in the Hand of Provoſt Drammond, or f the City's Member 


10 Parliament. 
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